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EDITORIAL 


This year is the International Year 
of Shelter for the Homeless. It 
should be a year in which we turn 
our thoughts to the 40,000 
Australians who are without a roof 
over their heads. 


Unfortunately, of the $1.3 million 
the government is spending on the 
lYSH, none of the money is actually 
going to help homeless people. 
Instead, the government will spend 
$226,500 on promotions and public 
relations, which at 20% of the 
budget, is the single largest item in 
its lYSH program. Like Priority One 
and the Drug Offensive, the 
government will spend a large 
portion of the allocated funds 
telling us how good they are, while 
not actually doing anything 
constructive. Given that most of the 
remaining funds are being spent on 
existing programs, why the sudden 
need to publicise their existence? 


Organisations like the Sydney 
City Mission and the Matthew 
Talbot Hostel which provide much 
needed assistance to the truly 
needy are being starved of funding. 


Meanwhile, the government's lYSH 
program Includes a grant of $7,300 
to produce a personalised account 
of the history of the First 
Freemantle Housing Collective, a 
grant of $3,500 to produce a video 
on the 19S5 National Youth 
Housing Conference (which just 
happened to be held In the Minister 
for Housing's Wollongong 
electorate), and $7,000 to the 
Tenants Union for a national 
conference. These grants may be 
useful for buying votes 
satisfying special interest groups, 
but they do nothing for the WS 
genuinely hornless. 

The SYSH is becoming yet another 1^: 
Labor government pubiicity stunt at 
the expense of the taxpayer and the 
homeless. But after the $'1.6 miiliori Ws 
the government spent on Priority 
One advertising, the $900,000 on 
International Year of Peace 
advertising, $2 million to promote 
the joys of the Fringe Benefits Tax, 

$3.8 million on Medicare (which is 
compulsory, so why the need to 
advertise?), $13 million on the Prug ^H 
Offensive and $41,000 on 
promoting the Prices and Incomes 
Accord, it comes as no suprise. 


Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

CAMERA. Ricoh SLR XR5. 

+35mm wide angle Omega lens. 

+80-1 35mm Zoom lens 
+50 mm lens 
+flash 
for $350. 

ContBct Tania on 473638. 

BRADOON: Person (pref. non-smoker) 
to share house with one other. Huge 
room, spacious house. Large garden, 
veg. & chickens. 10 min. walk Civic.' 
(15 min. Uni). $73 per week, 
from 11 April '87. Ph. dh 437477, 
ah. 489814 

New down Sleeping Bags —5 deg. $160, 
-10 deg. $180, - 15 deg. $190. Pure 
silk inners $25! 

Geoff Martin. Rm 161 Burgmann College. 
47 9441 

The Health Service will be conducting 
three sessions on the practical 
approach to preventing and treating 
sporting injuries. These sessions will 
deal with prevention, initial care 
on the field and long term treatment, 
including the treatment of overuse 
injuries. 

Robyn Jenkins (doctor) and Trish 
Levick (physiotherapist) from the 
ANU Health Service will be leading 
these sessions. 

The sessions will be held in the 
ACTIVITIES ROOM SPORTS UNION 
on Wednesday 25 March, 1 and 8 
April. 

Please submit your ads with your name; 
phone number and student Number. 

The Editors would like to remind all 
students that they are able to advertise 
free of charge in this section. 


Monday 30 March 1987 
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Cicada Gallery 

Dear Editors, 

/ wish to express my disgust and 
amazement at the juvenile behavior 
of our local left-wing cicada gallery 
on the recent occassion of the Federal 
Liberal Party’s release of their policy 
on Higher Education. 

It is a comment on the Australian- 
ness (or lack thereof) of these so called 
’working class Australians’ that they 
chose to defy one of our oldest and 
most proudly held Australian trad- 
itions T that of giving our compatriots 
a fair go. 

The Opposition leader, John 
Howard and his Parliamentary col- 
league, Peter Shack, showed great 
guts and conviction in what they were 
doing, in making the effort (as so 
many before them have failed to 
do) to come to ANU and shamelessly 
lay down for all to see, their innov- 
ative policy on higher education. 

However, as is so often, sadly 
the case, there were amongst the 
audience a number of impudent 
fools, who were intent on making 
a nuisance of themselves, before tey 
had even shown the basic good 
manners and common sense to listen 
to, absorb and consider what Mr 
Howard and Mr Shack had come 
to say. The very thought of any 
university student being childish 
enought to incessantly dick 
little toys during an address which 
is vital to them and their future is 
laughable. The sheer rudeness of 
the left-wing rabble and their 
constant interjections are indicative 
of their narrow-minded approach 
to politics and to life. 

How anyone can claim to stand 
up for the ordinary Australian and 
the preservation of his/her rights, 
and at the same time deny their 
fellow country-p^rf\t the basic 
right to have their say without being 
rudely shouted down is hypocrisy 
beyond beiief. 

Those responsible for this 
discraceful display of discourtesy 
should be ashamed; as should the 
rest of us, that we as Australians 
have allowed such riff-raff to flourish 
in our midst and to call themselves 
'Australians. 

Mark J. Phelps 


Scumbag Responijs 

Dear Dorothy, 

Thankyou for your wonderful advice. 

I joined the Libra! [sic] dub and learned 
[sic] to escape reality without drugs. I 
wind [sic] and dined at Parliament 
House with the trendy, but pretentious- 
ly nihilistic, though dedicated (and 
moneyed) new (right) class of pmpon- 
ents of Adam Smith’s controversial 
philosophical outlook. 

No longer do i need to think about 
other people. The market will take care 
of them. I no longer need to think of 
anythink [sic] in this Nirvana of 
Lassy’s [sic] fare [sic] , just look after 
number one. 

So, all in all, it doesn’t worry me that 
this ex-girlfriend is sleeping with my 
brother. AH / need to do is work hard, 
kick in appropriate heads, earn heaps 
of dough, and buy her back. 

The Libra! [sic] Club has tort [sic] 
me heaps. 

Yours, 

A reformed Leftie Scumbag 


Geoffocrat Strikes 

Dear Eds, 

I have just been to my second 
Students’ Association Genera! Meeting 
and am appalled by what goes on. This 
campus boasts that it has the most 
democratic student association in the 
country. In principle, every student is 
able to attend and vote on S.A. policy. 
In practise, 4500 students’ association 
is run by a bunch of about 70 political 
’fnasturbaters’ (l use this neutral 
word wisely as a certain other word is 
sexist against a certain gender.) 

The first thing to notice is the 
stacking which takes place at these 
meetings. This meeting seemed to 
be stacked by the left, and the fast 
one / went to was stacked by the 
Liberals. Thus when you walk into 
a meeting all you have to do is look 
around and see which group is the 
largest in number. Then you can walk 
out knowing that each and every 
motion to be voted on Is already 
predetermined. There were also several 
positions up for election, all of which 
went one way. 

Several months ago in parliament 
there was a motion from the 
opposition, that Paul Keating should 
be treated as all other Australians 
in relation to his late tax return. But 
no, the Government had to vote 
against it just because their rivals 
instigated the motion. They, in fact, 
wanted Keating to be treated as 
superhuman. 

if you think this stinks then you 
should come to an S.A. meeting. 

If someone puts up a motion from 
one side, everyone in that group 
votes for it. And of course the 
opposition must counter it just for the 
sake of it. I don’t know why these 
people come to university. By coming 
here you admit that you lack 
knowledge, thus are here to learn 
more. But to these narrow-minded 
politicians, they already know the 
answers to the world. For goodness 
sake leave uni now if so. 

The second grumble I would 
like to express is about the circus- 
like manner in which the meeting 
was conducted. People spoke out of 
turn, abuses such as ’fuckwit’ and 
’fool’ were made, the chairperson 
Kate Andrews had a very difficult time 
controlling the rabble on both sides, 
and Cliff Smith was uncontrollable, 
playing ’Emperor' again. 

It was a very entertaining evening - but 
so is a circus. 

The most disgusting aspect of 
the meeting was the supression of 
freedom of speech. When a motion 
is made it is debated by someone in 
agreement, then by someone in 
disagreement, and so on. While this 
debate alternates, at any time a 
majority can vote that the motion 
can be voted on without further 
discussion. Thus the beautiful concept 
of democracy is in fact extremely 
dangerous at these meetings, if one 
larger side (which is usually the result 
of a stack) does not want to hear 
arguments from the other, they simply 
vote for the motion to be voted on 
without further ado. Quite a handy 
and powerful weapon. If you do not 
tike the other side's argument then 
you simply gag them. 

Several of the motions carried 
severe allegations against certain 
people. With such serious implications 
it is only fair to let everyone have their 
full say - yet everything was a rush 


job. It was a kangaroo court, whether 
these allegations were true or not is 
not the point. It was the way it was 
all handled. 

The last motions expressed its 
concern over the Woroni editorial 
collective. I was in favour of this 
motion yet was not given a chance to 
speak, it was the same people who 
were in favor of this who actually 
put an end to freedom of speech. 

After only one Woroni editor sooke 
against this motion, the opposition thought 
it best to shut up anyone else and vote 
on it knowing they had the numbers. 
Shame on Andrew Major, one who is 
so dedicated to student freedom and 
rights, for being one of those to try to 
abolish peoples rights to speak at this 
meeting. 

What can we do about it? For one 
we can change the constitution to 
allow those elected in the S.A. General 
Elections to determine policy. At the 
moment, S.A. policy making is vul- 
nerable. Or if you are pissed off then 
you should all turn out in droves to 
the next S.A. meeting and drown out 
the politicians. Keep an eye out for 
meeting times, in Woroni or on the 
notice boards. 

Yours lovingly, 

Geoff Martin-, 

ConiJoms: Freshers Only 

Dear Woroni, 

I feel that it is necessary to 
point out to John Taylor (Woroni 
9/3) that its a damn good thing he 
never got hold of a condom in his 
O'Week handbook. This is not 
because of any views i hold about 
John’s sex life but because apparently, 
O’Week handbooks are for first year 
students only. I’ve been here since 
1982 and / am almost as horribly 
adiamed to confess that I have taken 
an O'Week handbook every year as 
/ am reluctant to admit that I’ve 
been caught reading Fabrique. But 
not quite, because no-one EVER 
EVER told me that they were only 
for first years (not Fabriques, i mean 
O'Week Handbooks) until I went to 
Lorna (SA Office) and complained 
that / didn't get a condom in either 
of the handbooks i managed to lay 
my hands on. (I still maintain that 
/ only took one in the end; the other 
one didn't have what / was after, 
so I put it back). Anyway, to any 
first years who missed out on a. 
handbook, i suggest you go to 
John Taylor and beg, borrow or 
steal his. i’d give you mine but 
its got coffee stains on it. You 
see my point now - what would 
you have done if you knew that 
John had your condom as well? 

Perhaps in future non-new 
students can be ACTIVELY 
DISCOURAGED from taking the 
handbooks so that we don't have 
to spend the next few weeks 
confined to the confession box. 

On a more serious note, i 
would like to point out that 
your editorial was stupid and 
boring. Lastly, / don't understand 
why you need to reinforce your 
political bias through printing 
crap like 'dear Dorothy.’ If you 
want to prove that you are less 
biased or at least less immature 
than previous editorial groups of 
other political persuasions, don’t 
bother because you aren't. 

Heather 

The 'Dear Dorothy’ letter was 
genuine. - Eds. 


iThree Cheers for Shack 

Dear Editors, 

Three cheers for the Opposition 
for coming on campus the other week! 
That was something many government 
members are afraid to do, but they 
win have to face the music at the polls, 
had nothing to iosei 

/ didn’t know that the Liberals 
supported Ausflag '88, judging by the 
degree of respect that they showed the 
Australian flag at the Howard/Shack 
fiasco. It looked as though it was 
draped over a coffin, pretty symbolic 
stuff for the Official Launching of 
the Opposition’s Policy on Higher 
■ Education! Our local Liberals looked 
rather ill-at-ease, especially when it 
turned out that it was not merely a 
gathering of the faithful. Some of 
the retorts were quite irreverent but 
/ suppose that Shack was glad that 
he didn’t have to release the 'policy' 
in the Parliament. Howard assessed 
the situation correctly and was 
mercifully short, in his speech that 
is. 

What a pity that for the length 
of Shack’s address there was nothing 
of real substance. We were promised 
no fees from the government but 
does that mean no fees from 
universities too? A deregulated 
higher education system would 
effectively mean that the academic 
standards currently set by Institutions 
throughout Australia would be 
denigrated to levels in the US where 
it is possible to get a pseudo-doctorate 
In less than six months provided the 
right fees are paid, a ia the pre-natal 
degree that was shown on Wi I lessee 
the other week! 

Quite a farce in the face of 
reasonable criticisms Apparently 
ideals such as equity and egalitarianism 
win take a back-seat to private 
enterprise. The concept of making 
a profit is in itself not necessarily 
bad but when doing so entails consid- 
erable social costs, which are 
currently being ignored by many 
conservative politicians, one must 
really question the primary 
motives of these advocates of 
deregulation! 

Yours Sincerely, 

Craig Lawrence 

Interjections Disgraceful 

Dear Eds, 

I'm not politically oriented but 
when John Howard and Peter Shack 
gave an address on their higher 
education policy at the Arts Centre 
last Thursday, / attended in order to 
hear what they had to say in order to 
exercise an informed and educated 
vote at the next election. 

I was appalled at the discraceful 
behaviour of some of the audience, 
with their constant interjections, use 
of 'castinets' and stomping of feet. 

It was both rude and immature and 
not deserving of the intelligence of 
the perpetrators. More importantly, 
it served to drown out the speaker's 
voice so that It was difficult to 
follow his argument. 

' Please, in future, if you disagree 
with a speaker, tolerate his/her views 
in silence, and allow others who are 
undecided, the opportunity to 
derive an opinion. Freedom of 
speech should be prized in this 
country, but so also should 
courtesy and tolerance. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Jared Morris 


Monday 30 March 1987 
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PhHosophical Stuey 

Dear Eds, 

To quote Montesquieu ‘In a free 
nation it is very often a matter of 
indifference whether individuals 
reason well or ill, it is sufficient that 
they do reason. ' / hope most people 
at university support freedom to 
speak, write and to associate as they 
best see fit. The leaders of the 
Student's Association only seek to 
destroy these freedoms 
Yours in libertarianism, 

Stuart CarraiH 


Woroni WAR DRIVE! 


Dear Eds, 

You are part of Menzies /Reagan ./ 
Thatcher / Botha / anti-Soviet/ anti- 
working class/ anti-revolution/ anti- 
Soviet again/ McCarthyist/ anti-Soviet- 
yef-again/ WA R DRIVE! 

You think you win election. Hoo, 
boy, you got it wrong. Election phoney! 
Bread and circuses! Keep workers 
enslaved by sham democracy. Defend 
democratic revolution! No US bases! 
Reject Reagan's anti-Soviet war drive! 
Protect progressive Soviet people 
under great and glorious leader 
Gorbachev! Gorbachev good! Two 
Gorbachevs better! 

Woroni eds. drier than Soviet 
vodka bottle after lunch! Eds. so 
dry makes desert look like Caspian 
Sea! Bloody tough job! Yet Woroni 
anti-communist witch hunters do 
it! No US walkie-talkies in Socialist 
Action headquarters! Hawke like 
Reagan, anti-Soviet crusader leading 
ANU to inevitable nuclear destruction! 
No bombs in Woroni office! Defend 
Namibian revolution. Mugabe almost 
as good as Gorbachev. If he learn to 
drink two bottles Vodka without 
vomiting, he be as good but not 
quite! Nobody better than Gorbachev! 
Defend Soviet leader against Woroni 
anti-Soviet war drive. 

Defend left-wing pro-Soviet 
students right to waste student money! 
Defend left-wing students right 
to print pro-Soviet anti-US propaganda 
in Student Newspaper! Defend and 
protect right of pro-Soviet left- 
wingers to give themselves junkets 
to progressive revolutionary regimes! 
Visit Vietnam! Visit Afghanistan 
and its capita! Kabul! See the 
happy workers! See kind master 
with machine gun! See kind master 
shoot reactionary 
falls over! See the people wave 
hello to the soviet soldier. See 
Soviet soldier shoot them. See 
yourself imprisoned by KGB and 
given free trip to the Soviet Union! 
Free the enslaved people in 
capitalist pig-dog Woroni office 
run by anti-Soviet witch-hunters. 

Eds doomedi Stop Eds anti-Soviet 
war drivel Bomb Washington 
and eds' trendy inner-city 
houses! Turn their pet cats into 
bacon! Defend Soviet bacon! 

No US bacon! Edson borrowed 
time! Stop Menzies/Eds. plan to 
make student unionism demo- 
cratic! Defend to the death student 
revolution. 

WE BET THIS SCARE YOU 
SHITLESS! HOO BOY, YOU MUST 
BE WORRIED. WE OFFER YOU 
LET-OUT CLAUSE: YOU RESIGN 
WE BE NICE TO YOU, OK? 

Yours, 

Socialist Worker's Party CS>£.) 


Former Left Editor 1 

Dear Editors, 

This is just a quick note to 
'congratulate' you on the back cover 
of your last issue, the game of Snakes 
and Ladders 

How nice it is to see such a 
politically unbiased page in your 
newspaper. Why is it that a player 
gets to go up a ladder if she or he, 

{a), is invited to a Liberal Club 
cocktail party 

(b) . meets Bob Wheeldon 

(c) . joins the Rugby Club 
and (d). joins Rural Students, 
and then goes down a snake if she or 
he, 

(a), pays union fees - 'Yukl' (??!) 
and (b). attends an S.A. meeting? 

This back page said it all! Your 
election promise of a 'politically 
unbiased' Woroni has been shattered - 
what a surprise! 

Yours in expectation of further 

right-wing propaganda, 

Fiona Matthews 


Former Left Editor 2 


Dear Eds, 

Much as ! regret having to do so, 

/ feel it is time for me to say some 
nasty, horrible, true things about your 
rag. So this is the paper for the A V- 
ERAGE STUDENT, is it? The view 
from your jaundiced eyes must be 
somewhat bizarre if you are really of 
the opinion that all the average 
student is interested in is looking at 
members of the liberal club patting 
each other on the back and slagging 
off at the lefties. 

In fact, your attitude to any non- 
Liberals seems to be 'You Suck. ' Now 
if / can convey your feelings in two 
words, why has it taken you two 
issues (so far) to do it, presumably 
with 1 1 more issues of the same due 
to us? 

It seems you got elected last 
year on claims that the Nasty Lefty 
Editors of Old did nothing but slag 
off at the Liberals, and that you 
would herald the re-introduction of 
the defunct machinery known as the 
UNBIASED NEWSPAPER. 
Congratulations, boys and girlsl In 2 
issues, you have proved yourselves 
as capable of offensive bias as the 
Left could ever have been. 

Yours disappointedly, 

(Because it would have been 
nice for you to have lived up 
to your campaign promises). 
Unde Morphine^ 


Woroni Bash 

Dear Eds, 

Why do you take your Inspiration 
from a decrepit, senile, incompetent 
old fool who thinks abortion « 
murder but finds no trouble bombing 
Libya, or selling weapons of death 
to the Contras (when he doesn't 
even know he is doing it)? 

Yours in fervent admiration 
for the boy from VaucI use, 
Andrew Major 
Comrade President of the 
Militant Cell for Struggles 
with Ratty 

P.S. This letter refers to three 
editors in particuir' who 
admire R.W.R. 


"Naughty" Bob 

Dear Eds, 

Bob Wheeldon has been naughty 
lately. Seeing as he/she/it is so .keen 
on proprietry, honesty and all that 
is good, why did you take it on your- 
self to incorporate all the Students' 
Association O'Week activities in the 
Union calendar and neglected to 
mention that fact. Were you naughtily 
taking the credit and making yourself 
look better when in fact Bob, as 
Chair of the Union Board, didn't 
help in the organisation of any of 
those O'Week activities. / think 
you should have acknowledged 
that. Bob. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Andrew Major 

Chair of the Rat Defence 

League 

Juke Box Bob 

Dear Eds, 

Is it true that Bob is going to 
take the juke box and fill it full of 
Countdown hits, and discord the 
wondrous array of music presently 
available in the Bar? 

Yours in unceasing admiration, 
Andrew Major 

Chair of the Rat Furtherance 
Society 


"Gutless" Bob 

Dear Eds, 

Now come on Bob you've been a 
teensy bit 'gutless' about the LROP 
letter. In fact, for a boy who has 
worked himself into such a self 
righteous little lather you seem to be 
hiding a hell of a lot behind your 
indignation (like incentivation except 
Mr. Reagan is senile). Now Bob, so 
you can see it again - why have the 
prices on beer, buns, sangers, caffeine, 
burgers, tacos, and other yummy food 
all gone up? What is the justification 
for the Union charging full commercial 
rates, when the students subsidize 
the Union out of the General 
Services Fee? Why do you want to 
screw more money out of students. 
Why does everything have to be so 
expensive. Bob? / think you are 
treating students like rats! If this 
is the Liberal/BMT 's idea of cheap 
prices, student services and good 
management, then you can stuff 
your indignation down a rat warren. 

Answer the question Bob, account- 
ability to students starts now. 

Yours in hopeless admiration, 
Andrew Major 
Chair of the Rat Liberation 
Committee 


Women's Space 

Dear Damien, 

You are not alone in having your ex- 
pectations unfulfilled by these first 
editions of WORONI. 

Rumour has it, that several articles, 
among them articles destined for the 
'Sisters Unite' page were inadvertantly 
misplaced by those 'masters of free 
speech' in the Rea! Issue Woroni Editorial 
Team. 


The real issue, or as it has become, is 
one of alleged misuse of editorial cont- 
rol. This matter was addressed at the 
first Students' Association Genera! Meet- 


ing. A motion was carried condemning 
Liberal Club members in the Woroni 
Editorial Team for removing articles, 
as well as a motion concerning the dev- 
iation from their neutral and apolitical 
electoral stance. 

This may help to explain something 
of the nature of^ the 1987 WORONI 
and why WORONI has reflected such a 
narrow spectrum of student views so 
far. The combination of the loss of 
articles, and that many students do 
not arrive back in Canberra until term 
begins, has attributed to the absence, 
that you remarked upon of an intelligent 
informed discussion of issues affecting ^ 
students. Of particular importance are 
problems faced by women, which con- 
sidering they make up a sizeable proport- 
■ Ion of students, and half the population, 
are also problems affecing society as a 
whole. 

The IWD, brief outline and program 
was included at the last minute of 
submission, after it was discovered that 
the original article, and with it other 
articles had been inexplicably lost just 
before the paper went to print. This 
may explain any huge gaps in logic 
you sought to find. 

(The decision to have a separate 
'Sisters Unite' page was incidentally 
made by the WORONI editoral team, . 
to separate women's content from that 
of general relevance.) 

It should be noted that one of 
WORONI's functions is to advertise 
events, activities and meetings of stud- 
ent groups, and / take issue with your 
point that WORONI is not the forum 
for such advertising. !n fact the opposite 
is true. 

What is news (i.e. \alid information) 
and what constitutes mere propaganda 
is. indeed a valuable point of issue. To 

put it simply this distinction rests almost 
entirely on the view of the reader, what 
she/he believes to be the 'correct line' 
is news and everything else is discounted 
as mere propaganda and therefore not 
worthy of consideration. The articulation 
of women's liberation, as an oppressed 
group, does not automatically deserve 
the label propaganda. 

Lastly, Damie,, ! wish to question 
why women do not deserve a whole page, 
considering their general exclusion from 
the rest of the paper. This raises the 
problem of treating women's issues as 
marginal, but your solution of lumping 
together the voices of all oppressed 
groups denies the right of each group to 
' speak on its own terms. 

Further this would reinforce the social 
myth that there are a minority of 
oppressed (read deviant) when in fact 
women. Aborigines, gay, disabled and 
ethnic groups make up a majority of 
the population, and form the substance 
of our society. Your proposal means 
that the issues pertinent to everyone, 
except fit, white middle-class, straight 
conservative males are voiced in one 
'minority' section, a segretationa.ist pro- 
posal indeed. 

A separate section reinforces the mist- 
aken concept that such news is perif era! 
to 'real' news • an idea fully enforced 
by today's mainstream media and may ! 
be so bold to suggest the present 
WORONI editors. 

Sybilla Strydent 


Monday 30 March 1987 
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Dear Eds., - - 

After browsing through the last ed- 
ition of WORONi a few observations 
seemed necessary. In the last edition / 
wrote of the generally good standard 
of your editorial team. This was reflected 
in a well balanced student newspaper. 
This edition, however, / must complain 
at what appears to be the emergence of a 
Liberal dominated publication. I don't 
know what happened to the independent 
stance you promised all students, but it 
certainly wasn’t exhibited on the pages 
of the 2nd WORONI for '87. 

A good example of this new direction 
was the 'Snakes Alive' game on the back 
page. Put simply, it was a bloody dis- 
grace "Cliff Smith elected emperor of 
the free world", "Meet Bob Wheeldon 
and roll again " — you've got to be 
kidding! ! If this is the way you plan to 
continue running WORONI, then thank 
God for the DSP. 


As such, the editorial comment ( I 
wonder how many of the editors were 
actually behind it) slamming the DSP 
should be condemned. The purpose of 
the DSP is simply to guarantee that 
nothing of a racist, sexist or defamatory 
nature gets printed. Without doubt, this 
Is a sound policy that a very great major- 


ity of WORONI readers would agree with. 
Indeed, this is the position of Labor 
Coalition. 

Finally, in response to Peter Phelps' 
letter t Labor Coalition is NOT financed 
from Parliarnent House as he well knows. 

Yours, 
Mark Paxton 
President 
Labor Coalition 


Dear Eds, 

The following extract is from my new 
novel "Fred Ouixote" which was not 
launched at the National Word Festival. 
Nevertheless it promises to be such a 
monstrous bestseller that many of its 
idioms should enter the vernacular 
within weeks, bringing relief to Scrabble 
players worldwide: 

"Chapter : 9. An Invitation to the 

Graphicarium" 

... It dawned on Fred that this could 
be the one. 'Working on a graph / see. ' 
he ventured. 

'Mm' 

'Spend most of your time graphiciz- 
ing things then do you?' 

'Yuz'came the throaty ish reply. 

'Great, you're just the person I’ve 
been looking for. I've spoken to so many 
but only one full-time graphicser have / 


found. ' 

'You look spokened' said the stranger 
with a trace of sympathy in his voice. 

'Oh, I'm OJ. ' Fred could see the 
swarthy man was warming to him. 'You 
must be Xavier-you look like a very 
xaviery character.' he quipped. 

'Some say I am very unxaviery' 
requipped the grapher. 'Let's go have a 
pilsen. ' 

'Ora lager r 

Oh, are you a lagerist?' 

'Ya.' " 

Thankyou 
John Castles 


Dear Editors, 

When / voted for Rea! Issue last 
year I expected to see a change for 
the better.. The vote / cast was for 
unbiased, quality journalism. However, 
/ was disappointed to find your 
second edition of Woroni to be 
merely a right wing version of past 
issues. Surely the time has come to 
raise Woroni above the status of a 
university slander sheet. You have the 
opportunity to show previous Woroni 
editors that university students have 
the ability to be mature and objective; 
it would be a shame to waste that 
opportunity and thereby perpetuate 
a tradition of poor journalism. 

Furthermore / was distressed to 
observe that Woroni appears to be 


evolving into a Burgmann social 
paper. I would like to remind the 
editors that they have a responsibility 
to the entire campus, not merely to 
their own social 'set.' Burgmann 
residents have their 'Brew' and 
'Omphalos' to look forward to; I'm 
sure that they too would appreciate 
an objective view of the university 
as a whole. 

' Lloyd Burnell - 


Dear Lloyd, 

Thankyou for your concern. 
Your message has been dear and 
hardhitting. The editors will do 
their best to keep an objective 
newspaper for all students. 

We are glad you responded 
angrily to the Burgmann photos. 
This is what we wanted. The 
reason is that we only had one 
photographer who was not able^ 
to attend all the colleges. As we 
need regular photos from all 
colleges (in black and white- 
we wanted to anger other students 
in the hope that they will 
contribute their photos too. 

Thus we would like to see 
more articles and photos from 
other students to keep this 
paper as diversified as can be. 


The Tree Speech Debate 
from the D5P... 


WORK FOR YOUR WORONI 

The Editors of WORONI would like assistance 
from all those Interested in contributing to a 
bettor and more diversified paper. 


The ANU Students' Association Pub- 
lications Regulations were democratical- 
ly ratified by vote in Student Associat- 
ion General Meetings. Amendments to 
the existing regulations were drawn up 
by students, to ensure that ail SA 
publications (Woroni, Counter Course 
Handbook, Orientation Handbook) all- 
ow all students to be fairly and accur- 
ately represented in these publications. 

This meant the inclusion of guide- 
lines on editorial responsibility in the 
area of sexist, racist and defamatory 
material, and the establishing of the 
positions of Director of Student Pub- 
lications (DSP) Anti-Sexist Delegate 
(ASD) and Anti-Racist Delegate (ARD), 
to assist in the implementation of these 
regulations. 

The amendments were voted in by 
an overwhelming majority of students 
at the SA General Meeting (October, 
1984) indicating the strength of support 
from the student population as a whole 
for such reforms. 

The process in the regulations for 
dealing with sexist, racist and defam- 
atory material works in the following 
manner: 

It is the joint responsibility of the 
DSP, the editors, Anti-Sexist Delegates 
and Anti-Racist Delegates to ensure that 
such material is acted upon. Either by 
the editors, 

— approaching contributors and 
recommending they alter offens- 
ive material 

— showing restraint through 
editorshio 

— soliciting critical analyses of the 
sexism or racism in particular 
pieces for publication with them 

— bringing to the DSP's attention 
any material which could be 
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regarded by the DSP as sexist 
racist or defamatory. 

It should be noted that the editors 
have sole control over contents of Wor- 
oni, with the stipulation to work within 
the Publication Regulation guidelines 
regarding sexist, racist or defamatory 
material. 

The role of the DSP is to implement 
the ANU Student' Association Public- 
ations Regulations. This position is held 
by the President of the S.A. or her/his 
nominee. The DSP acts to facilitate 
co-operation between editors, ASD, 
ARD and contributors, to deal effect- 
ively with material that is considered 
to contravene Publication Regulations 
regarding sexist, racist or defamatory 
material. 

All pages of Woroni must be sighted 
by the DSP and any offending material 
dealt with, before the page may be 
signed and the paper can go to pring. 
The DSP has control only over sexist, 
racist or defamatory material and has 
no jurisdiction outside of those areas. 

Assisting in this process are the 
advisory positions of ASD and ARD - 
who may also submit critical analyses 
of racist or sexist material to be 
printed together with the offending 
material. 

It is hoped through this process, 
that SA publications will be an open 
’^forum for student discussion and 
debate, with students contributing, 
editors editing, and that the rights of 
all students are respected regarding 
sexist, racist or defamatory material. 

Director of Student Publications 
Lisa Woodgate 


We would like to work with those interested in 
the following areas. 




fn 






















THIS LIST DOES NOT END • 


Come and see an editor in the S.A. Office 
anytime or come to our Monday meetings 
(5-6pm). 
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President's Report Treasurer's Report 


In this report I wish to discuss a 
matter vital to the successful 
fulfillment of the role of the Stud- 
ents' Association. 

As I have explained before -the 
ANU Students' Association is unique 
among Australian student unions in 
that it works along the lines of a 
participatory democracy. A student 
does not just hand over their respon- 
sibilities to a "representative". The 
Student Representative Council does 
the everyday or shit work of the 
Association but the POLICIES of 
the Students' Association are det- 
ermined at General Meetings. These 
meetings are open to all members 
of the Association (that's you if 
you ticked that box on your enrol- 
ment form). They are a forum for 
discussion and debate — for ALL 
students — not simply those who 
are aligned politically on campus 
or those who are loud and 
obnoxious. 

Unfortunately a forum such as 
this is open to abuse by those seek- 
ing to trivialise what could be a 
truer form of democracy. This is 
what occurred at the first general 
meeting for 1987. A small number of 
people, particularly from the more 


right-wing element, attempted to 
destroy the meeting and, in an ex- 
tremely aggressive fashion, made -it 
unpleasant for many. 

' I guess they perceive this as their 
role. Others should not encourage 
this behaviour by reacting in kind. 

General meetings are not just a 
game for self-indulgent, wanking, 
egotists. Neither should they be- 
come simply a battleground be- 
tween the 'left' and the 'right'. 
What better way to alienate other 
interested students. Not only 
should all students be encouraged 
to attend but, just as importantly, 
to participate. 

it should be possible for us to 
use these meetings successfully, not 
destructively. 

It is not a difficult task. 

It only requires a commitment 
by everybody to consciously con- 
duct meetings in an open and unal- 
ienating fashion. 

It only requires people to put 
the interest of a successful and 
productive Students' Association 
above their own petty political 
pointscoring. 

Katy Andrews 


Well, for those of you who missed the 
first S.A. meeting of this year, you surely 
have missed out on a lot of fun. The Liberals' 
figure-head. Cliff Smith, was there to en- 
liven the evening with his usual distinctive 
manner of howling and yowling. Strangely, 
he opened his line by calling'''Rohan Firm- 

inger a even though he is not on 

campus this year. The former seemed to 
be haunted by the latter! By the way, 
according to certain sources RF is in the 
Himalayas, taking some meditation lessons 
from the Bhagwan. 


Your Treasurer is not a rubber stamp 

Some weeks ago, your Treasurer was 
notified of a threat to sack him from 
office. Apparently, the shit hit the fan 
when a few cheques were not signed 
within 3 days. There were rumours that 
he was going to block supply. Firstly, 
let it be known that the treasurer's pos- 
ition is an honorary one. He/she's not paid 
and he/she does not have to drop into the 
office every day. Secondly, the Treasurer 
is not obliged to sign all cheques pres- 
ented before him/her if he/she is not 
satisfied or convinced he/she should do 
so. If this was not the case, why not 
change the constitution for next year so 
that the SA could buy a rubber stamp to 
be used by any office bearer as he/she 


pleases. 


In the somewhat steamy atmos- 
phere of late February, the Bridge 
thronged with masses of students 
clamouring to hear about condoms. 
This sweaty beginning was the blast- 
off for Orientation Week 1987. 

Bev Jefferson and myself tried to 
provide events of interest and enter- 
tainment to welcome new students 
to this campus. We tried to get 
people together and chatting and 
discovering that university is about 
whatever you want. You can pursue 
your academic interests single- 
mindedly; you can rave through the 
Students' Association publication 
(Woroni) or through the Students' 
Association organise a club and 
society. The key is people. If you 
want to do anything talk to others 
and organize for it. Don't isolate 
yourselves and don't wait for second 
year, this is an important year, just 
like all the rest, so get groovin' in 
'1987. This campus wants, your talent, 
ideas, passion, energy .., that was the 
message anyway. Bev and myself as' 
active participants in the Students' 
Association wanted to make CWeek 
a fierce rage, because it is the only 
body on campus that has as its focus 
students and their interests. Orien- 
tation Week (namely the Condom 
Debate, the Sunglasses Party, Market 
Day, Women's Day, Quiz Night, the 
Interhall Union Bar Rage, I.Y.S.H. 
mural painting. Anti- Pees Rally, 
Stranger than Fiction, The Jugglers 
‘on Market Day, Head Over Heels, 
the Bush Dance, Rock for Justice 
organized by Students Against 
Apartheid, the Johynnys and the 
Stems, Black Dogs, and Evil Lurks 
in the Mud, all the Departmental 
introductory lectures and the pub- 
lishing of a programme, talking to 
Fred Nile at 7.15am in the morning 
and actually paying for his air- 
ticket (he rang me reverse charges 
at 7.15am the bastard)) was a massive 


organisational commitment to the 
quality of life and educational 
experience of new students to this 
campus by the Students' Associ- 
ation. Orientation Week represents 
a desire to further the richness of 
experience here and a firm belief that 
peoples enjoyment of University 
and their feelings of being at home 
here are enhanced vitally by all the 
activities organised. Orientation 
Week is but one of the concrete 
demonstrations, - emotional, phys- 
ical and intellectual, of the 
Students' Associations commitment 
to the lives of each student. It is 
very easy to knock the Students’ 
Association, but it is the Students' 
Association with little monetary 
resources that will always offer 
help, support, information, advocacy 
against academics, fun, interest, 
student loans,Austudy help and the 
spirit of what makes this place 
positive - people. 

Organisationally, O'Week 

started with Bev and myself being 
elected by a Students' Association 
meeting to be O'Week Directors. 
Then the letters began to all the 
Departments in the _ University in 
October of 1986. As 1987 swung 
around the frantic organisational 
work -stepped up in tempo. Phone 
phobias were quickly left behind 
haggling with band managers in 
Sydney. I suppose the other thing 
I can say is I have bought Fred 
Nile a Union cappuccino. Perhaps 
a brief run down on the events 
with a few comments. 

THE OPENING AND CONDOM 
DEBATE 

It is a pity Austentayshus couldn't 
have come along, he wanted too 
much money. Gerry Wheeler dis- 
appointed me in that he obviously 
didn’t have anything to add to this 
vital issue and cynically used his 
speaking time. The adjudicators 


'gutter' comments seemed appropriate. 
It was obvious that John Westland, 
Marion Watson and Gerry Kierney 
(you know the patronising comments 
such as Flamingo Stance, Vague But 
Nice, Onfy a Little White Lie) had 
overwhelming support by the roar of 
disapproval for the negative at the 
end. 

THURSDAY 24th 

Mentals cancelled about 15 
concerts at the last minute, so all 
the advertizing by the Students' 
Association for the Union went down 
the tubes. I was a bit disappointed 
by the Union's poor response to 
O'Week. Despite extensive con- 
sultation, the Union didn't give 
the O'Week directors any list 
of activities they planned for 
inclusion in the programme, unlike 
last years' comprehensive Union 
Day rage. Machinatons, Do Re Mi 
and the Spliffs a great success. 

WEDNESDAY 

Market Day. Now that the Union 
has refused to give the SA ariy 
access to the Unions vehicles, it 
will make getting tables for Market 
Day very difficult. Despite the 
photo-graphic spread of Market Day 
there were other stalls besides the 
Get Drunk All Year - $2 stall 
(Liberal Club). In fact about 60 
stalls were present. Thanks to the 
Kendo Club and Dada Circus 
(firebreather and accordion player), 
the ANU Debating Society. 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Would the fuckwits who stole 
the speakers on the Bridge before 
Quiz Night at about 6.30pm please 
return them. They are worth about 
$750 and were not SA property. 
The SA borrowed this PA system. 
Replacing two speakers is a waste 
of resources. The speakers were 
the ones used for the condom 
debate so if you hear anything I 
would like to know. 


Labor Coalition 

What's that? Some say it's a splinter 
group from the Labor Students' Club. 
Apparently, they are a small group of 
very ambitious peopie with the aim of 
taking over the Union and the S.A. this 
year. Possibly by going into a coalition 
with the Left group? Good lucki 

Legal battle between S.A. President 
and the Union Chair 

Your Treasurer has not been informed 
officially or otherwise of an impending 
defamatory suit being taken by the Union 
Chairperson, Mr Bob Wheeldon against the 
SA over certain publication disputes. The 
compensation asked is said to be 
$ 100,0001 

Are you worth that much. Bob? 

SA financial position 

Your Treasurer is very pleased to inform 
the members (especially those who voted 
for him last year) that your money is in 
safe hands. Expenditure is within the 
budget. After all, the Aussie dollar is gain- 
ing strength vis-a-vis the US dollar. What 
more could you ask? 

The SA's share of the GSF this year is 
about $116,000. The 0-Week activities 
expenditure is about break-even or 
perhaps a small surplus. [Good on you, 
Andrew) 

Yours, cash in hand, 
Teik Seng Ng 


Orientation Week Boogie 




THURSDAY 

Interhall Union Bar Rage sardine 
like plenty of vomit. 

FRIDAY 

Anti-Fees Rally - a good demo 
with widespread media coverage. 
-What happens to you when the fees 
go up next year? 

ROCK FOR JUSTICE 

Coloured Stone, No Relations 
and Idle Experts. Thanks to the 
Students Against Apartheid for ail 
their sweat and blood. An excellent 
gig with lots of good energy and 
feeling for landrights. Black trad- 
itional tonury was a big buzz. 

JOHNNYS AND THE STEMS 

844 people through the doors 
and the Johnnys were really offensive. 

A word of explanation about the 
apology by the Woroni editors for 
their failure to publish the O'Week 
Programme. My reasons for wanting 
the programme published was to get 
O'Week information to the % of the 
new undergraduate population who 
do not live on campus. The SA took 


the timie to deliver 0-Week programmes 
to all the halls and colleges, while a 
certain minority of WORONI editors 
(WORONI is a Student Association 
publication) neglected totally the inter- 
ests of new off-campus students by 
making an editorial ^decision to "edit 
out" all of the S.A. Orientation Week 
material. I find that decision outrageous 
and I hope it is not symptomatic of a 
lack of concern with student interests. 
I find it outrageous that the Union gets 
priority over Students’ Association or- 
ganised activities when this is a S.A. 
paper. 

Andrew Major 
Bev Jefferson 
Left Catalyst 0-Week Directors 
1987 
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Free holiday plus experience in recreation 
camping programs available. 

If you are interested in working on 
a YMCA camp in return for food, accom- 
modation, and a great time, then give us 
a call. Activities include absailing, arch- 
ery, canoeing, fishing, bushwalking, singa- 
longs, discos, arts and crafts, sports and 
much more. 

You will be leading children from the 
age of 6 to 17 during holiday periods. 
(4th-16th May, 24th August-16th Sept- 
ember, 7th December-21st January). 

This is your chance to experience a 
good social atmosphere and a sense of 
achievement. Phone the YMCA camping 
officer David Gunther on 478353 for 
further details. 

Everybody is welcome to join 
PROJECT NO. 1 

Investment in the booming Stock 

Market. $20 per person. 

Meeting is held every TUESDAY 
1.00pm UNION BOARD ROOM. . . 

For further information contact: 
Teik Seng Ng 
Toad Hall 

or Students' Association Office 

COLLEGE FORMS 

A few interested Ursies residents have 
formed a college Christian group with the 
aim of providing the residents with an 
opportunity to get together for discuss- 
ions on social issues (e.g. nuclear disarma- 
ment, apartheid) , bible study sessions 


Uni Life 

A FRESHER'S VIEW 

When I arrived on Saturday the 21st 
of February several kind gentlemen 
helped me with my luggage and after a 
tearful goodbye to the parents it was 
into the champers . That night saw all 
the first years gathered together in 
groups with their Res-fellows (much 
to his disappointment Peter Cramp's 
group had been re-arranged to include 
only four girls). We were also graced 
with the presence of several occupants 
of that strange place called Toad Hall 
(Paddy Marquis being among the more, 
um, noticeable) and after our first taste 
of college food it was up to the Common 
Room to dance off those calories. Sunday 
evening saw an alcohol sodden bbq get 
underway followed by an immortal 
Bruce Hall buttery night which more 
than lived up to its formidable reputat- 
ion. The rest of the week passed largely 
under the influence of incredibly cheap 
alcoholic substances and the parties 
and the crawling rarely stopped. The 
Beach Party, the interhall day/night, 
the Uni Bar, the pub crawls, the trip 
to the coast and the sex-swap in North 
combined to initiate all us hesitant first 
years to the joys of a tertiary education 
and answered the question on everyone's 
lips; why did we come here? To get 
cirrhosis of the liver of coursel 

And now that we're into lectures the 
fun hasn't stopped. Every night the 
Buttery is full of Bruce's resident alco- 
holics or those who just want an excuse 
to ignore the ever-increasing piles of those 
foreign objects called books on an even 
foreign-er object called a desk. 

Which is very easy to do at Bruce, 
seeing as how we're such a great bunch 
of fun-loving people who just want to 
be noticed. 

Kylie Smith 

CHRISTIAN GROUP 

etc. In addition, the group also plans to 
invite authorities on related subjects to 
speak during the discussions. The meet- 
ings are held every Thursday from 
8.30pm - 9.30pm at the ursual College 
Chapel. 


THE EYEWEAR SHOP 


SHOW YOUR RAGE AGAINST THE WOODCHIP JUGGERNAUT 
AND THE ASSAULT ON LANDRIGHTS I 

WITH OUR SPECIAL DOUBLE CONCERT OFFER!!!!! 

[ 

Buy a.joint ticket for the "ROCK FOR THE FOREST" CONCERT i 
3rd APRIL '87: and the 

I 

"NO FIXED ADDRESS" CONCERT 
on the 4th APRIL '87 at ONLY $7.50!!!! ' 

AND GIVE SUPPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE 

LANDRIGHTS MOVEMENT ( 

TICKETS CAN BE BOUGHT AT * 2XX 

* STUDENTS' ASSN OFFICE 

* ENVIRONMENT CENTRE | 

' * A limited number of tickets will be also available at the door. Rock 
for the Forests Concert. 


BANDS 
3rd April 

Deadly Hume 
Black Dogs 
Wailing Cockatoos 
Ordinary People. 


BANDS 
4th April 

No Fixed Address 
No Relations 
Highly Suspect 


Organised by Landrights Now, Students Against Racism, and the 
Environment Centre. 
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SPECTACLE LENSES AT y2 PRICE 
WHEN PURCHASED WITH FRAME. 


CONTACT LENSES AND ALL 


OTHER PRODUCTS 10% OFF. 


I OFFER TO FULL TIME STUDENTS ONLY | 

Commencement at Bruce 


5.30pm Thursday the 5th of March 
1987, saw a rush for the bathrooms and 
a buzzing of hairdriers along the corrid- 
ors of Bruce Hall, as preparations for 
that night's Commencement rage got 
underway. A sense of anticipation, 
of suppressed excitement pervaded the 
air as suits were ironed, shoes polished, 
hair laquered and make-up applied in 
readiness for what promised to be 
one of the biggest Bruce functions for 
'87. 

The evening started with pre-dinner 
drinks at 6.30 .... sherry that brought 
a tear to the eye and an "interesting" 
creamed raspberry punch . . . both 
consumed with something less than 
delight, but consumed anyway. At 7, 
the social mingling ended with a general 
movement down to the dining hall, 
high-heels clicking on the stairs, tafetta 
and silk rustling as seats were found 
and the dinner drink of a respectable 
white wine pounced upon. The candle- 
lit room, the clinking of glasses, polite 
conversation and tinkling laughter 
created an ever-so upperclass atmos- 
phere as the meal was served. The menu 
was Impressive, Cream of Pumpkin 
soup. Steak Rosemary with tossed 
salad, garlic bread and baked potatoes, 
followed by a rich Black Forest Gateau. 
Meanwhile copious amounts of red and 
white beverages were being consumed 
and the clinking of glasses grew louder, 
the conversation not so polite and the 
atmosphere more like you would expect 
at Bruce Hall. 

The "Lads' " table presented us with 
a few eloquent beer-drinking songs, 
much to most people's amusement and 


this event seemed to signal a change in 
mood for the night. Girls went off 
to slip into something more comfort- 
able andthe guys just threw off the 
jacket and tie as the band began tuning 
up and tables and chairs pushed against 
the walls. The music for the night was 
provided by "Red Tape" and from 
the first (extremely loud) note and the 
first flashing of multi-coloured lights 
you could tell we were really in for a 
"rage" of a night. 

Post dinner drinks consisted mostly 
of Fosters and VB and "cocktails" 
mixed in garbage bins. The crowds 
alternated between" the dance floor 
and the make shift bar set up in the 
foyer as the band played all the favour- 
ites, new and old alike, and everyone 
got down to some serious boogey-ing. 

The noise of the band floated down 
Daley Road, drawing other college 
residents in the hundreds to where all 
the action was. When the band finally 
stopped at 1 .00am, the raging continued 
in the Common Room to tapes played 
louder than the band had managed and 
somewhere around 4.00 or 5.00am the 
noise stopped and with great reluctance, 
people drifted off the bed. 

When the need for food saw the dead 
arise near lunch time Friday, the smell 
of stale beer soaking into the floor- 
boards of the foyer was enough to send 
them back to bed. But no-one really 
cared and the general consensus was 
that Bruce Hall really knew how to 
throw a party. A fantastic time was 
had by all fortunate enough to be pres- 
ent at the best Commencempp+ ”’ge 
at ANU so far. , Kylie Smith 
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; You've probably heard a lot about ANZ Fast Forward. It's the banking package 

that gives you real discounts and better banking products. Like Fast Forward Student 
" Loans. If you've completed your first year of tertiary study you can apply for a Fast Forward 
Student Loan of up to $5,000 for the remainder of your course. You can withdraw lump sums of up 


Poslccyfe 




Post today to Freeimst No, 459, 
MIZ Fast Forward, , , ^ 
ANZBaik,Consmm > 
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to $2,000 per year and interest is only charged on what you use. Repayments aren't a hassle either. Your 


Box537E, 

MoftxKjme. 

Victora. 

3001:-^^' 


^ ANZ Bank manager can tailor repayinents to suit your circumstances. ANZ Fast Forward. Gets what you want. 
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Addressing an audience of over 400 
students at the ANU Arts Centre on 
March 5, Mr Shack launched the Oppos- 
ition’s "Growth Plan for Higher Educ- 
ation". 

^ From a student's perspective the most 
significant announcement is the Oppos- 
ition's proposed funding arrangement 
for tertiary institutions. A Liberal/ 
National Party government will main- 
tain the triennial system of funding 
higher education, although a new meth- 
od of distributing funds will be progress- 
ively introduced through a system of 
Higher Education Scholarships (HES). 
These vouchers will be awarded on the 
basis of a new system of assessment, 
which the Commonwealth will develop 
in consultation with the States. The 
assessment system will accommodate 
both school leavers and mature age 
applicants, and will take into account 
academic merit and potential to bene- 
fit from higher education. 

Mr Shack said that "to provide a base 
of initial stability for universities and 
colleges we will fund them directly for 
about 80 percent of the cost of a student 
place, with 20 percent allocated through 
Higher Education Scholarships. " 

To inject an amount of competition 
between institutions students will be free 
to redeem their vouchers at the institut- 
ion of their choice. "Student demand 
will become central to the growth of 
institutions," he said. He told students 
that "if institutions don't live up to 
-expectations, you can pick up your 
scholarship and move to a better univ- 
ersity or college." 

In what Shack dubbed an "add-on" 
policy he announced that, whilst main- 
taining the pool of 400,000 free uni- 
versity places, universities would be given 
the right to enrol students on a private 
basis as they saw fit. In Australia, less 
than 5 percent of total higher education 
income is from the private sector com- 
pared to 40 to 50 percent in other in- 
dustrialised nations. The new Liberal 
policy is aimed to help the 30,000 
qualified students who were locked 
out of higher education due to the gov- 
ernment's restrictive quotas. A student 
attending university without a scholar- 
ship may earn one during his/her course 


on the basis of academic performance 
and as institutions vvill retain scholar- 
ships forfeited due to unsatisfactory 
academic progress, these may also be 
awarded at institutional discretion to 
non-scholarship holding students. 

The Opposition recognised that part- 
time students are an important segment 
of Australia’s higher education commun- 
ity. Accordingly, intending part-time 
students will be eligible to apply for an 
HES on the same basis as intending 
full, time applicants. The voucher will 
apply on a pro-rata basis for the life of 
a part-time student's course subject 
to academic progress. 

The Opposition's policy also addresses 
the situation of many overseas students 
studying at Australian universities. Dur- 
ing the first three years of a Liberal 
government, funds currently allocated 
to the Commonwealth Department of 
Education for partly-subsidised overseas 
students will be progressively transferred 
to the Foreign Affairs budget to be used 
for the creation of scholarships for 
overseas students. 

On the subject of assistance for Aust- 
ralian tertiary students Mr Shack said 
that "when we are elected we will 
immedately equate Austudy with unem- 
ployment benefits." At a press confer- 
ence after the launch Shack was reluctant 
to expand on this announcement. He 
simply said that "the level of Austudy 
will not be reduced." Whether the Opp- 
osition intends to raise the level of 
Austudy or reduce the dole is yet to 
be seen. 

The Federal Liberal and National 
Parties are also committed to end- 
ing the present system of compulsory 
student unionism. As the Common- 
wealth Government has legislative con- 
trol over the ANU and CCAE, voluntary 
payments to student organisations wjll 
be guarnateed by a Howard Government. 

Mr Shack believes his new policy for 
higher education will expand student 
access, restore to institutions the freedom 
to control their own destinies and inject 
additional private capital to enable 
institutions to keep pace with technoK' 
ogical change. He said that "it is time to 
take higher education out of the Whitlam 
thinking of the 1970s and set it free to 
prepare for the twenty-first century". 
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Direction 


WITH GERARD WHEELER 

Less than a month ago, John Ho- 
ward told reporters on the steps of 
Parliament House that "if we lapse 
into popularism the long term future 
of this country will be at risk." The 
release of the Opposition’s Higher 
Education Policy at the ANU on March 
5 may be the salvo signalling that a 
Liberal Government is not willing to 
make the tough decisions necessary to 
take Australia into the 21st century. 
If so, then not only will this country 
be at risk, but it is destined to an 
inglorious future of mediocrity. 

The fourth anniversary of the Haw'ke 
Labor Government provided the oppos- 
ition with an opportunity to show 
Australians that Liberals had a vision 
for this nation based on freedom, enter- 
prise and initiative. That opportunity 
was squandered. Instead, Australia's 
youth were handed a policy for educ- 
ation that will do little to destroy the 
lethargy of universities and colleges 
under Hawke. 

Shack's policy fails in two obvious 
respects. First, there is no relief for 
the Australian taxpayer ploughing mill- 
ions of dollars into tertiary education. 
Builders' Labourers in the western sub- 
urbs will still pay for the academically 
wealthy who will receive a free educ- 
ation. Government spending on higher 
education should have been slashed 
allowing Jim Carlton to give substantial 
tax cuts. 

Secondly, the Liberals' policy 
implicitly purports that the current 
mix of students at universities is proper. 
The fact is that there are many students 
attending university who do not suffic- 
iently value that opportunity. Shack 
admitted in his speech that "we have 
far too few graduates in most business 
related courses, including engineering 
and applied sciences." His policy, how- 
ever, does nothing to redress this situat- 
ion for the 400,000 places funded by 
the Commonwealth. Subsidised educ- 
ation has led to an inefficient allocation 
of resources such that tertiary institutions 


are nof responsive to market demands. If 
Australia is to become technologically 
competitive, the present system of re- 
source allocation must be eliminated 
and replaced by a free market system. 

In such a free market many students 
would abandon their studies. This is 
desirable. Expenditure on these students' 
education must now be considered as a 
sunk cost and only those who sufficiently 
value the opportunity of a tertiary educ- 
ation should be admitted. 

The Liberal decision to eliminate the 
gap between AUSTUDY and unemploy- 
ment benefits is simply absurd. TEAS 
was apparently introduced to redist- 
ribute wealth from the rich to the poor. 
Figures suggest, however that this Robin 
Hood motive has been subverted. One 
Education Department report revealed 
that 13 percent of dependent TEAS 
recipients had fathers classified as "pro- 
fessional", while the proportion for 
independent TEAS recipients was 
25 percent. 

AUSTUDY recipients are, by de- 
finition, wealthy. Although they may 
not have great monetary wealth at uni- 
versity, the current value of expected 
future earnings is large. This is the true 
measure of wealth, not merely how 
many dollars there are presently in 
the bank. Shack should have consid- 
ered the tax-deductability of tertiary 
expenses if he was so keen to redistrib- 
ute wealth. 

The Liberals' policy also contains a 
promise to institute voluntary student 
unionism in the ACT. When questioned 
on his commitment to this concept 
Shack simply replied "the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating". There has 
been a poor history of legislative reform 
of compulsory student unionism in 
Canberra. In 1978 and 1980, the Fraser 
Government tried and failed to institute 
significant reform. Curiously, not a 
word on this subject was uttered by 
Shack in launching the education policy. 
One wonders whether he will act on 
unionism once in office. 

What is most surprising about the 
Opposition's policy is that it received 
unanimous support in the Party Room. 
One wonders what John Howard, Jim 
Carlton, Neil Brown and others really 
think about Shack's "Growth Plan for 
Higher Education". 

Concluding his speech, Peter Shack 
said that "the strategy I have outlined 
is a quantum leap in government policy". 
It may be a 'quantum leap' , Peter, but in 
what direction? 
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Let Us Assume a Military Attack on 
Australia: 




the Kissing has to 5top 

arinn r\r\n*.mmni»titiup rrltpria 


The ABC will broadcast talks in which 
leading radical academics wili argue that 
although an invasion would be unfort- 
unate it could certainly be justified on 
moral and historical grounds. Similar 
talks will also be broadcast on SCR, 
but with all references to "unfortunate" 
om itted. 

Four Corners will present a program- 
me on Australian war atrocities, and "in 
response to unprecedented public inter- 
est", this will quickly be followed by a 
programme on Australian peacetime 
atrocities. 

The National Times will publish leaked 
secret documents outlining the armed 
forces’ strategy for dealing with an 
attack. The article will be accompanied 
by an editorial defending the right to 
publish such dpcuments on the grounds 
that the truth never harmed the innocent. 
The National Times will also advise its 
readers on the best way of transferring 
their assets out of the country. 

The Amalgamated Metal Workers 
Union will begin its campaign for a 32- 
hour week in defence-related industries. 
The justification will be that the respon- 
sibility for producing war materiel 
would put an enormous strain on its 
members' consciences. 

The Inter-Church Council for Peace 
will call for the immediate introduction 
of peace studies courses into all Aust- 
ralian schools, with satisfactory comple- 
tion of these courses to be a prerequisite 
of entry into all Public Servie positions, 
tertiary institutions and the armed 
forces. Assessment should be based 


on caring, non-competitive criteria. 

Members of the Tomato Left in 
the Victorian Legislative Council will 
use parliamentary privilege to read out a 
list of Australian secret agents operating 
in the potential invader's country. Critic- 
isms of this action will be met with the 
response that the truth only harms the 
guilty. 

When the Invaders Land: 


Officers from the Anti-Discrimination 
Board will hand them pamphlets on Af- 
firmative Action and advise against the 
use of discriminatory practices during 
military operations. They will also warn 
that any trespass on Aboriginal lands will 
outrage world opinion. 

The anti-nuclear movement will lobby 
for the closure of all uranium mines, 
suggesting that such a move would give 
the invaders the chance to build up a 
fund of goodwill from all thinking Aust- 
ralians. It will also call for a statement 
of opposition to French nuclear tests 
in the Pacific. 

Left-wing unions will check that the 
pay and conditions of the invading 
soldiers are the same as those of Aust- 
ralians and that their officers are aware 
of Australian occupational health and 
safety regulations. 

Australian armed forces attempting 
to engage the enemy will be confronted 
by the Women's Collective against Anzac 
Day, who will tell them that they are all 
rapists. The Human Rights Commission 
will demand that in view of the Austrai- 
ian record of atrocities unearthed by 
Four Corners, any invaders captured 
should be sent home immediately and 


jld as prisoners-of-war. 

The Australian Institute for Multi- 
cultural Affairs will urge Australians to 
remember that the culture of the invaders 
is just as valid as any other, and certainly 
more valid than Anglo-Celtic culture. In 
particular it will warn against the use of 
any derogatory epithets for the invaders. 

The Australian Democrats will express 
deep surprise and disappointment at the 
turn of events and announce that its 
planned campaign to prevent nuclear 
physics from being taught in Australian 
schools could now be in jeopardy, and 
Friends of the Earth will warn of censure 
from UNESCO if any salt-water croco- 
diles are shot. 


As the Invasion Proceeds: 

Progressive councils throughout Aust- 
ralia will protect their residents by deciar- 
ing their municipalities Invasion Free 
Zones. Residents will be issued with 
stickers to this effect to place on their 
ietterboxes. 

Peopie for Nuciear Disarmament will 
mobilise to ensure that America does not 
send any nuclear powered ships to assist 
Australia. This will be denounced as an 
unprincipled compromise with the forces 
of imperialism by other sections of the 
Left, who will mobilise to ensure that 
America sends no assistance whatsoever. 

Ministers from the Uniting Church will 
boycott a day of prayer for the country 
on the grounds that this might be inter- 
preted as providing support for Australia's 
Armed Forces, and therefore could be 
divisive. They will also point out that 
communal prayers to the Christian God 


nappropriate for a multicultural 
society, and suggest that it would be 
far better for people to congregate at 
the boundaries of Aboriginal sacred 
sites and chant to the Spirit of Place. 

The United Nations General Assembly 
will vote not to condemn the invasion, 
arguing that Australia's existence pro- 
vided an extreme provocation to the 
invaders. Nevertheless, as a conciliatory 
gesture, it will send a delegation of 
observers to AustralTa,made up of officials 
from Albania, Iran and Burkina Fasso. 
The Prime Minister of New Zealand 
will send his personai message of encour- 
agement to everyone concerned. 

The invaders wili invite academics 
and journalists from the Friends of 
Wilfred Burchett Collective to visit 
Australian soldiers held in prisoner-of- 
war camps. Members of the Collective 
will be "so impressed by the holiday 
resort conditions" that they wili ask to 
stay on to assist with the editing of 
prisoners' confessions. 

The Melbourne Age and the Sydney 
Morning Herald will publish a guide 
to the invaders' cuisine. While they will 
praise the food, they will regretfully 
inform their readers that the wines are 
just not worth drinking. 

If the Invasion Succeeds: 


Left wing 
country will 
course these 
multi-national 
Reagan, Mrs 


opinion throughout the 
demand scapegoats. Of 
will be obvious — the 
corporations, President 
Thatcher, and Sir Joh 


Bjelke-Petersen. 

Reprinted from Quadrant 
March 1906. 
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Autocare-Medicare for Cars 


The current government's continual 
propaganda in the area of Health 
Management is that Medicare, with its 
extensive regulation and subsidisation 
of health, is of profound benefit to all 
fellow Australians. 

Since our government also claims 
consistency in its overall approach to 
social welfare, then the idea of Medi- 
care shouid be carried over and applied 
in other industries in which markets 
are as afflicted with failure as if is as- 
serted they are in the case of medicine 

One such industry which immed- 
iately springs to mind is the produc- 
tion and delivery of motor vehicle re- 
pairs. In this market place, the owner 
of an ailing car faces the costs of search- 
ing for and selecting the right mechanic 
at the right price, and these costs are 
similar to those which areHaced by pat- 
ients in the medical markets. There are 
'also problems stemming from the poss- 
ibilities of overservicing or the replace- 
ment and "repair" of the wrong compon- 
ent. Moreover, a healthy car, like a 
healthy body, should be seen by the gov- 
ernment as an asset to which all Aust- 
ralians should at least have access inde- 
pendently of income or position in the 
community. Without the intervention 
of government people might choose 
not to insure against car failure to the 
extent which government deems to be 
in the public interest. 

Government's policies in the health 
area could therefore together serve as 
a model for recommendations, as fol- 
lows, which could inspire future legis- 
lation in respect of motor maintenance. 

The first recommendation is that 
aspiring motor mechanics should be 
required to pursue a lengthy and rigor 
ous training in all aspects of motor 
maintenance.. This should be under- 
taken as a 6-year course, in the Schooi 
of Motor Maintenance at a recognised 


University. On successfui completion, 
the graduate would receive the coveted 
MMBBS (Bachelor of Motor Maintenance, 
Bachelor of Servicing). He or she would 
then spend a year at gaining practical 
experience as an intern in one of the 
large teaching-garages, for exampie 
the Royal North Shore Garage for Bent- 
leys, BMW's and Lamborghinis, or, if 
less successful in one's placement, at 
the- Sisters of Mercy Western Suburbs 
Garage for VW's and Honda Civics. 
After the intern year, provided that 
the mechanic is of good character,he 
or she would be virtually assured of 
registration with the relevant Auto- 
motive Practitioners Licensing Board, 
and wouid then have the legal right to 
privately practice motor maintenance. 
Alternatively, he or she could choose 
to stay on at the teaching garage as a 
Resident Motor Officer (RMO) in 
order to gain further specialist train- 
ing, and perhaps, ultimately, member- 
ship as a Fellow of the august Royal 
Australian College of Procedural 
Automotive Specialists (RACPAS). 

Naturally, fees for motor mainten- 
ance would rise "to cover the cost of 
training". Eventually motor vehicle 
insurers would have to put up their 
premiums "to cover the higher costs 
of repairs". It would not be long before 
pensioners, the unemployed, and sin- 
gle parents, would begin to find that 
the cost of car maintenance and re- 
pairs, not to mention the cost of car 
insurance policies, were beyond their 
limited means. People, particularly 
those at the low end of the income 
scale, would begin to let their cars go 
unmaintained, and many would choose 
to opt out of car insurance. 

Simply giving a cash hanuout to the 
poor would not quite solve the problem 
of ailing cars because not a few would 


just fritter their extra money away on 
food, drink, and other fripperies. Thus 
a growing jiumber of people would be- 
come automotively indigent. 

Therefore the second recommend- 
ation is that the government should 
solve the problems of tow-income per- 
sqns limited access to expensive auto- 
motive care by introducing a (Comm- 
onwealth) subsidy. The subsidy would be 
paid in accordance with a schedule of 
fees agreed upon by a Committee formed 
by officials from a newly created Depart- 
ment of Motoring, with of course, advice 
from the Australian Mechanics Associat- 
ion (AMA). A Motor Maintenance Bene- 
fits Card which would entitle the bearer 
to free motor maintenance from tfiose 
mechanics who agreed to bulk-bill could 
be issued to car owners who were accept- 
ably impoverished. 

The third, and final , recommendation 
is that the government shouid hasten to 
introduce a national -motor maintenance 
scheme, to be called "Airtocare" of which 
all current and potential car owners 
would compulsorily be made members. 
The scheme would pay 85% of the 
scheduled fee for items on one's repair 
bill, and would cover anything over a 
maximum out-of-pocket customer pay- 
out of $10 per item. In addition, car 
owners would receive free accommod- 
ation for their vehicles in shared repair- 
bays at public garages, but would need 
to pay extra to receive repairs from the 
mechanic of one's choice. The entire 
scheme wouid be funded from general 
government revenue plus a suitable levy 
based on taxable income. 

Under Autocare, ill cars would be 
presented by their owners, in the first 
instance, to a general automotive 
practitioner who would perform regu- 
lar servicing, minor repairs such as a 
quick radiator flush, or would write 
out a script for an engine additive or 


other restorative. In the case that the 
disability was thought to be of a 
serious nature, the practitioner could 
call for tests from, say, a certified prac- 
ticing fuelologist or could refer the 
problem, for example, to a specialist 
in carburettor technology. If the result 
of the tests so indicate, the ailing vehi- 
cle could be booked in to the Engine 
Pavilion at the District Garage for a 
coke-ectomy of the car and cashect- 
omy of the taxpayer. 

It is not all that difficult to predict 
the increase in demand for all kinds of 
maintenance and repairs, and the con- 
sequent direction of the annual costs 
of motor maintenance to the govern- 
ment's budget. One could easily envis- 
age a Public Accounts Committee In- 
quiry into overservicing of motor ve- 
hicles, a general reaction against entre- 
preneurial mechanics (especially if they 
found football teams), and inevitably 
a "Crisis in Motor Maintenance". 

There would always be those who 
would stand to gain from the "crisis", 
as the demand rises for bureaucrats 
to monitor the system and to sit on 
Committees, and for economists to 
write learned papers on topics rang- 
ing from "Cost Benefit Analysis in 
Public Garaging" to "Assessing High 
Technology in Motor Maintenance: its 
Impact on the Rising Cost of 
Autocare". 

On the other hand, there may be a 
few lone voices, obviously way out of 
touch with the realities of modern- 
day social policies, who call simply for 
a return to a free and open market in 
the production and sale of motor car 
repairs. The government should take 
no notice whatsoever; these are merely 
the utterances of cloistered academics 
and other ivory-towered theorists. 

John Logan 

Reprinted from The Optimist. 
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Drugs, Drinking 
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and Driving! 


Alf and Gomer were patrolling the 
Manuka Shops about Sam when a drunk 
staggered out of the shadows and bounc- 
ed off the front of the police car. 

"Oh shit" thought Alf. 

"Oh paperwork" thought Gomer. 

The drunk found his feet and swayed 
over to an adjacent phone box. Alf 
being the first to collect his wits ran 
to the phone box to check on the drunk's 
wellbeing. 

"Fuck off, I'm calling the police." said 
the drunk. 

"We are the police." said Alf. 

"Shit you got here quick" said the 
drunk. 


This drunk was lucky — he’wasn't 
driving a car. The night he spent in the 
City Watch-house cells was nothing to 
the fine and or suspension or cancellation 
of licence that he could have faced — not 
to mention further charges had he been 
involved in an accident involving injur- 
ies to persons or property. 

Are you as an average driver aware of 
the penalties on a conviction by a court 
for an offence of drink driving (Prescrib- 
ed Concentration Alcohol , PCA, Drive 
Under the Influence of Intoxicating 
Liquor, DUI) or smoke driving (Drive 
under the influence of a drug, DUI). A 
person convicted is liable to the follow- 
ing penalties: 


FIRST OFFENDER; a fine not exceed- 
ing $1,000; imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding six months; suspension 
of driving licence for not less than 
three months. 

SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT 
OFFENDER: a fine not exceeding 

$2,000; imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding twelve months; cancellation 
of driving licence unless and until the 
court otherwise orders. 


Alcohol consumption is regarded by 
many as an activity of considerable im- 
portance. A favourable impression can be 
created by demonstrating one's capacity 
to ingest large amounts of alcohol and 
subsequent ability to remain, unintoxicat- 
ed and unimpaired as a result. For the 
individual who realises that he/she is 
affected by alcohol, self esteem usually 
demands that he/she try to conceal the 
effects. Peer group pressure can be a 
strong influence on drinking and driving 
practices. For example, the pressure 
to drink in "shouts" in bars is strong and 
leads to many people drinking large 
quantities of alcohol, often before 
driving, primarily to keep up with their 
mates. 

The most important effect of alcohol 
seems to be its effect on the brain, part- 
icularly with respect to the processing of 
information. Alcohol severely restricts 
the amount of information that the brain 
can cope with at any one time. Thus 
there is little effect on the ability to 
perform a single task, such as signal 
intention or tracking. However any of 
these tasks suffer very significant impair- 
ment if it becomes the secondary task 
when attention is divided. Thus if an 
alcohol affected driver concentratres 
on keeping hisA>er car positioned 
correctly on the road (a tracking task) 
he/she can do it reasonably well. But the 
probability, that he/she will then notice 
some other event — e.g. a pedestrian 
crossing the road or a traffic light chang- 
ing is markedly reduced. 
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If the driver's attention is distracted 
to some other task — such as retrieving 
a dropped cigarette then the tracking 
task (keeping the car on the road) be-,, 
comes the secondary task and the car 
may well leave the road. 

It is well known that alcohol affects 
temperament usually causing drinkers 
to be more at ease socially, more unin- 
hibited in their behaviour and less con- 
cerned with the consequences of their 
actions. Translated to the road this 
means that alcohol impaired drivers, 
drive faster, take more risks and are 
less inhibited by risks and are less in- 
hibited by the need to take account of 
road rules traffic control devices and 
other road users. 

Road crashes are the single largest 
cause of death for people aged up to 45 
years. Based on current trends, it is 
expected that between 42,000 to 45,000 
Australians will be killed by the end of 
this century. A further half a million 
will be seriously injured as a result of a 
road crash. By comparison 39,000 
Australians were killed in WWII. An even 
more striking statistic is that the 850 
Australians who lost their lives in the 
Vietnam and Korean wars is much few- 
er than the 1253 killed on the roads 
during the first five months of 1986. 


Road crashes cost the Australian com- 
munity some $3 billion each year. Based 
on 1985 estimates each fatality costs 
$300,000 representing a community 


cost of some 881 million in 1985. Each 
serious injury cost $52,000 represeng- 
ing a community cost of some 1497 
millions in 1985. Alcohol is a major 
factor in a high proportion of traffic 
crashes. In Australia the Federal Office 
of Road Safety indicated that of the 
drivers (including motor cycle riders) 
killed in 1983 40% had> a higher blood 
alcohol reading than 0.05 and in 1984 
36% exceeded this level. 


The table below relates the blood 
alcohol level to the increase in risk of 
causing an accident. 


Blood Alcohol Level 
(Grams per 100 ml) 

. Risk 

0.04 

risk normal 

0.05 

twice normal 

0.08 

3 times normal 

0.10 

6’times normal 

0.12 

12 times normal 

0.14 

20 times normal 

0.16 

45 times normal 


Everyone knows that alcohol impairs 
your ability to drive a motor vehicle in a 
reasonable manner and that there are 
heavy penalties for driving when intox- 
icated. But are you aware that drufls may 
also impair your ability and that it is an 
offence to drive if your ability to do so 
is impaired by drugs? But now you're 
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thinking but it can't be detected! Alas 
that is incorrect. Cannabis or marijuana, 
despite popular belief can be shown to 
impair driving performance in a way 
similar to alcohol but without an inc- 
rease in aggression and risk taking and 
this impairment increases with the dose. . 
Law enforcement officers are taught to 
detect persons driving under the influ- 
ence of alcohol or a drug. If yrju are 
caught driving a motor vehicle under 
the influence of a drug, you are taken to 
a hospital where blood and body iarnplr;s 
are taken. These samples are analysed 
for drugs etc. and you then face the same 
penalties as a person caught for drink 
driving. If you refused to allow your 
blood or body samples to be taken, -/ou 
are charged with that offence. 

Most people are unaware that being 
caught will land thr.-m with a criminal 
rer;ord for the rest of their lives. Wfien 
you come out of uni with a degree it 
will give you greater scope for ernplpy- 
ment, but if it is accompariii.-d with a 
criminal - rr.-cord your r;hancfrs diminish^' 
greatly. And for those who are studying- 
law a criminal record can ruin yrjur 
future. Is it worth>it? 


Did you know that tests conductr.-d 
on professional car racing drivers shrjw- 
c-d that none of them could safely n'rgr.;t- 
late a driving course at a level of 0.05. 
As a point of interest Peter Brock, who 
was included in these tests, is one of the 
main proponents of the 0.05 limit being 
made universal. That is why his car carries 
the racing number 05. 
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Paradise in a Paradigm The May Mini-Budget 


Imagine you awoke with a hangover 
this morning. You opened your eyes and 
saw light and colour, but did not recog- 
nise a thing. That is what happens to 
someone blind from birth who suddenly 
regains sight. Their visual world just 
doesn't make sense. Many months of 
training are needed before the sight 
becomes useful. 


Psychology students may notice in 
their texts the illusion of a young woman 
or an old one on the same picture. Which 
one you see depends on what you want 
to find. In the same way, preconceptions 
determine what is considered knowledge 
in this university. If your department's 
emminents have learnt to see, it's rare 
for them to recognize more than one 
woman. They think the woman they 
see is the only one you should know 
about. 


Anyone farriiliar with Thomas Kuhn's 
"The Structure of Scientific Revolution" 
would recognize the classic concept of 
paradigm. Kuhn revitalised the world 
paradigm to describe the environment 
that surrounds those disciplines you now 
grapple with at lectures, the library, in 
bed or at the Uni Bar. 


Aspects of a paradigm are, the view 
of what the facts are, the concepts used 
to link the facts, the questions seen as 
relevant, even .how answers to questions 
are accepted. .You can use your imagin- 
tioh to expand thisj'list.vConsider what 
values and perspectives are evident in 
ybuf^ field, .of study. We are not Just 
finding' presuppositions such, as those 
few^ assumptions '.of Neo Classical eco- 
nomics. -The' paradigm allows us to 
question the whole nature of the inquiry. 


whatever the explicit assumptions. Your 
experience determines what you can see 
in the available data. Just as your lectur- 
ers' experience determines what you're 
told as knowledge. 


Seeing a discipline of enquiry as en- 
trenched in a paradigm allows us to spec- 
ulate on the existence of other paradigms. 
What would be the result of study within 
this new environment? Most importantly, 
can either result be viewed as superior 
to the other? Just because you see an 
old woman doesn.t mean your eyes need 
testing. Different paradigms cannot be 
compared to show that one is ultimately 
better. It can only be judged on criteria 
that is itself part of the answer. 


Economics taught at ANU comes 
from basically one orientation, that of 
supporting free enterprise. Even within 
its paradigm, different explicit assumpt- 
ions can be used. If I'm not self inter- 
ested then I don't need a market to give 
you my surplus food. It's easy to see 
that the elegant conclusion of the free 
market working best would not be the 
result if the assumptions are played 
around with. 


A second level of criticism is obviously 
that ANU economics only treats the 
world from a restricted paradigm. There 
exists some twelve established schools 
of economics. Though their paradigms 
are often similar they all have something 
different to offer economics. With 
enough' independent thought you too. 
can form your own school of economics. 
If that sounds too much to start .with, 
try your own investigation into other 
schools. You may find you understand 
more than the dogma brayed up by the 
sheep of the Old Right. 

Mark Rogerson 


The Labor Government is going 
to bring down a mini-budget in May 
to further cCit government spending. 
The Business Council of Australia 
has called for cuts of around $3 bn, 
and this is nothing in the political 
make-up of this government which 
suggests they will resist such calls. 

Ihe effect of these cuts will be 
horrific. And the Labor Government 
has more in store for the August 
bucket. 

The major areas hit by the cuts 
will be social welfare, housing, 
education, health and the like.' 
Concessions to business (which 
cost billions each year) and defence 
spending will remain untouched. 

Last year the Government cut 
wages in real terms by 7.5%. This 
year it looks as if the same thing 
will happen. The Government slapped 
a $250 fee on students, and increased 
fees on overseas students. So it is 
the workers and the poor who are 
bearing the brunt of the current 
recession and the Labor Govern- 
ment's response. 

By comparison, the rich will have 
done very well. Since the election of 
the Hawke Labor Government in 
1983 the personal wealth of the 
richest 200 people in Australia has 
increased from $4.7 bn to $14.8 bn. 
Last year executive salaries increased 
by 14.85 (compared to 2.3% for 
workers). 

Labor is ' cutting expenditure to 
show its political masters - the likes ' 
of the Business Council and Rupert 
Murdoch - that it is 'fit' to govern 
for another three years. Instead of 
defending wages and conditions, 
instead of increasing social welfare 
spending. Labor attacks them because 
that is whSt the ruling class demands. 
This is the logical consequence of 
electoral ism. 


In the last three months of 1986 
alone, profits increased by 11%. 
...Profits as a 'share of Gross Domestic 
Profit are at the highest level since 
1966-67. 

• And yet, the Labor Government 
won't touch the rich. It has actually 
cut the highest marginal rate of tax 
for them from 60 cents in the dollar 
to 49 cents in the dollar. 

We can't rely on. Labor to protect 
our living standards or to spend 
enough on social welfare, housing, 
health or education. The only way we 
can free this Government to back off 
from its threatened cuts is to rely on 
our strength. Students in France bent 
back the attacks of the Chirac gov- 
ernment and inspired workers to fight 
for better wages and conditions. 
Only a mass militant campaign will 
force this Labor Government to 
abandon the May cuts. We need to 
start organising now! 

If you're interested in fighting 
against the cuts, ring John on 751340 
during the day to help get a campaign 
off the ground. Or keep an eye out 
for meetinqs on the istne 

Socialist Action holds a bookstall 
every Thursday between 12.30 and 
1.30 in the Union Court. We meet 
every Thursday night at 6pm in 
the ANU Board Room. Coming 
discussions and talks include: 

Thurs March 26 - AIDS and Gay 
Liberation 

Thurs April 2 - State Capitalism 
and Marxist Theory; why we say 
there are rio socialist countries 

Thurs April 9 - Korea; two sides 
of the same coin 

Thurs April 16 - Iran and the 
struggle against the mullahs. 

Socialist Action meets every Thursday 
night at 6pm in the Board Room, 
Union Building at the ANU. (. 

If you would like more informatioii 
about Socialist Action, come to oui 
meetings or write to PO Box 17, Aranda 
ACT 2614. 


PUBLIC MEETING 


WEDNESDAY - 1 APRIL 1987 - 8 P.M. 


Carltoa Lounge, Ainslie Hotel, Ainslie Avenue, Canberra 


OLIVER TAMBO 

President of the African National Congress 


Mr Tambo will be accompanied by Mr Steve Tshwctc (Secretary of 
the ANC's 75th Anniversary Committee) and Mr Jacob Chiloane 
(ANC Projects Co-ordinator). 'The ANC delegation is visiting 
Canberra at the invitation of the Australian Government 

Mr Eddie Funde, the ANC representative in Australia will 
accompany the delegation. ■ 


RE5I5TAMCE: 

A Tradition of Radicalisnn 


ADMISSION FREE 


ADMISSlCiNFREE 


m- 


Meeting sponsored by Australian Council for Overseas Aid 
and Luthuli Group of Canbena 
For further information: Phone 47 4822 


Expectations. All of us have ex- 
pectations of university when we first 
arrive, and it is very rarely that it 
lives up to our high standards. For 
those who have begun to think about 
social issues these expectations are 
part of a larger vision of social trans- 
formation. This is hardly surprising 
if we consider the great radical move- 
ments of the Sixties: many of us 
expected a university that acted as a 
thriving focus for student activism. 
But what we found was quite differ- 
ent: for many, university is only a 
detour on the way to a lucrative job 
and inevitable submersion in the 
values of the consumer society. 
Students have been encouraged, quite 
deliberately, to become increasingly 
insulated from political and social 
issues by the university's 'Yuppie' 
degrees. So it is that students 

compete with each other academically 
as preparation for competition in 
the workforce and thus find them- 
selves involved only with those things 
that -fall into their sphere of self- 
interest. 


Why Resistance? 

’Resistance is a national group 
of activists (many of whom are 
students) who are concerned about 
a broad range of important issues 
including peace, the environment, 

unemployment and free education. 

’Resistance was born in the 

Sixties as a result of the student 
radicalism which swept Australia: 
we are still prepared to carry on 

that activist tradition. 

’Resistance is a group that 
.naintains that the socialist idea! . 
is possible and that redistribution 
of wealth along socialist lines 
would stand to benefit society as 
a whole. 

If you feel that you have a social 
conscience and consider that Uni- 
versity should be more than just a 
financial investment then we already 
have many things in common. Resist- 
ance has regular meetings on campus 
and welcomes you to attend. 

— Hernon Pintos- Lopez 
For more information please contact: 
—Hernon (ah)573107 
-Rob (ah) 496015 

Monday 30 March 1987 
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that six new environment groups have 
become established since Christmas in 
the area. One of these groups is comp- 
osed of local farmers who are concerned 
that clearfelling of Eden forest will ruin 
vvater supplies for the local farming. 

Already the tourist industry employs 
double that of the forest industry. The 
potential for development of low im- 
pact tourism is enormous, especially 
considering the location of Eden in re- 
lation to Sydney, Melbourne and 
Canberra. Obviously, the large scale 
deforestation proposed by Harris- 
Oaishowa would not be compatible 
with tourist develooment. . . , 

The EIS prepared by Harris-Oai- 

showa was little more than a defence 
of the industry and only briefly 
considered the social and environ- 
mental consequences from the pro- 
posed woodchipping in the area. The 
EIS and the public and government 
submissions in response to the EIS are 
currently before the government for 
consideration. The company is keen for 
a quick decision, given the growing 
concern expressed by the Australian 
public for balanced management of 
native forests in Eden and around Aust- 
ralia. However, the government should 
not be able to make its final decision 
until the NPWS completes their 
additional report on the feasibility of 
establishing National Park areas in 
Eden. In addition, the government is 
awaiting a report from the Victorian 
government of the potential effects 
of the proposed clearfelling on private 
lands. 

In the meantime there is an urgent 
•peed for a National Forest Strategy, 
-incorporating a phasing out of timber 
logging in Native Forests. This strategy 
should include the development of a 
sustainable alternative supply of 
timber resources thereby providng a 
secure futue for those employed in 
the forest industry and a sound eco- 
nomic and resource base for Australia. 
For more information about Forest 
Festival activities, the Eden issue or 
how to become involved in the defence 
of forests contact the ANU Peace and 
Environment Group (through the Stud 
Students' Association) or contact the 
Environment Centre, Kingsley St. 

* ■ Ian Fitzgerald 

ANU Peace and Environment Group 


environmental values of the forests. 
Unless changes are made in the struct- 
ure of the industry, Tarlo's research 
suggests there will be a further 400 
jobs lost in Eden uring the next 20 
years. If the proposals of the Harris- 
Daishowa company are accepted by 
the government, Tarlo predicted 
that all available native forest will 
be clearfelled by 2013. Employment 
in the forest industry would accord- 
ing^ drop rapidly soon after. 

The Environrnental Impact State- 
ment (EIS) submitted by the Harris- 
Daishowa outlining their propsoals 
for the logging of Eden, showed a comp- 
lete lack of appreciation and under- 
standing of our native forest areas. In 
one section it would have the Austral- 
ian public believing that . . . 

"There has been no evidence 
presented in the course of prepar- 
ing this Environmentai Impact 
Statement which ' would indicate 
that these forests (of Eden) will 
be In any way poorer for the changes 
(by which they mean clearfelling) 
made. " 

(Section 1.4 Harris-Daishowa. final 
EIS, December 1986) 
The ludicracy of this statement is 
obvious. The current method of clear- 
felling in Eden means that 90% of the 
saleable trees are removed in alternate 
100 metre coups. The remaining logged 
areas are devastated by heavy machinery 
(Harwood: 1986). The environmental 
damage that occurs after clearfelling is 
substantial and well documented, 
including: accelerated erosion, loss o 
of plant species, increased risk of fire, 
and pollution of water systems. 

Clearfelling also results in massive 
destruction of the habitats of native 
fauna. The NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service made their views on 
the proposed logging in Eden clear in 
a submission in response to the Harris- 
Daishowa EIS. 

"(Eden forest) provides an extensive 
and varied wildlife habitat, much of 
which is not adequately represented 
in thg existing reserve system." 
The NPWS also believes that signif-'’ 
leant areas within the Eden region are. 
of National Park quality. 

The concern ot local ped'pie tor tne 
future of Eden was indicated by the fact 


After Clearfelling "Tantawongolo Forest: EDEN 
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FOREST FESTIVAL 
FRI. APRIL 3rd 
CANBERRA FILM PREMIERE 
"EARTH FIRST" 

Queensland, NSW, Tasmanian 
Forests. 

7. 30-9. 30pm 

ANU Hayden-Alien Tank. 
Donation $3, $4. 

ROCK’EOB the FORESTS 
Four live Bands 

including WAILING 

COCKATOOS" 

8pm till late 

ANU Refectory 
Admission $4, $5, $6. 


RALLY TO PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE 

— Assemble Commonwealth Park 
1.30pm 

— March to Parliament House 

— Speakers Bob-Brown and John 

Langmore (MP) 

— Afterwards music, fun and enter- 
tainment. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Buy joint "ROCK FOR THE 

FORESTS" on 3rd April and 

"NO FIXED ADDRESS" Concert 

4th April $7.50. 2XX, S.A.Office 

Environmental Centre. 


CLASSICAL MUSIC RECITAL 
Concert of fine music 
8pm Wesley Hall, Forrest. 
Tickets: $5 from 477808 or 
Wilderness Shop. 


FOREST FESTIVALS 
SAT. APRIL 4th 
SPONSORED FOREST WALK 
throughout the Brindabellas 
Contact Margaret Hammond 
477808. 


FOREST FESTIVAL 
SUN APRIL 5th 


ANt) PEACE & ENVIRONMENT 
GROUP 

SLIDE NIGHT with Forest Theme 
30 MARCH, 

6pm Room G31. .HI 


Kingsley St Market with Forest 
Theme. 1am - 1pm 
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Patient characteristic. 
■■'Men who have sex- 
j; ..with other, 

men lO n 


Ocscripiioh 


Possible way transmitted 


This group includes sexually- 
active homosexual or bisexual 
men. 


Anal intercourse; sexual 
activity involving exchange 
of semen and/or blood'. 


Acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome, AIDS, is a disease in which 
there is a breakdown in the body's 
natural immune system. 

In AIDS, white blood cells (lymph- 
ocytes) are damaged, rendering people 
with AIDS vulnerable to one or more 
unusual infections or' cancers which 
do not pose a threat to anyone whose 
immune system is working normally. 


\!ntravehpus<irug iiser^ 


These people use hypodermic 
needles and syringes to 
inject themselves with heroin 
or other substances. 


Sharing of contaminated 
needles and syringes. 


Blood transfusions \ 
recipients 

: 9.3%. ^ 

Recipients of blood -! 

i't%P^°^ucts i?. i, ij 


Contaminated blood 
translusions. 


These are people who receive 
blood transfusions. 


n ■nrHKe'areTr^hly" 3eb"ple"wltfi' 
II haemophilia who require a 
‘j concentrated blood-clotting 
I substance called Factor 
VIII, needed to stop bleeding. 


Transfusion of blood 
products from 
contaminated donor 
plasma. 


AIDS is caused by a virus. The 
virus which causes AIDS is known 
by a variety of names; AIDS-related 
virus ARV; human T-lymphotic virus 
type III, HTLV-III; lymphadenopathy 
associated virus LAV. Those who are 
infected can be divided into three 
categories which indicate the stage or 
seriousness of the disease in that 
person. 

Category C - those people who 
show evidence of the infection only 
through laboratory testing but who 
remain quite well over a five year 
period. 

Category B - Those who have 
developed a mild form of the disease 
called lymphadenopathy syndrome. 

Category A - Those with fully 
developed AIDS symptoms which 
lead to death. Not everyone who 
becomes infected with the AIDS 
virus develops Categ)|3rv^g( Aids 
in fact only 


Heterosexual contact 


Sexual activity involving 
exchange of bodily fluids, 
semen or blood. 


Sexual partners of people 
with AIDS. Sexual partners 
of people with any of the 
above patient characteristics, 


his is a broader group of 


people who don't fit into any 
of the above patient 
characteristics. Often, these 
people have died before an 
accurate history has been 
gathered. This group also / 
includes people who have 
recently emigrated from 
Haiti or Central Africa, 


Non-characterlsitc 


15 THERE A TE5T FOR AID5 ? 


When a virus invades a body, the 
body's natural immune system pro- 
duces antibodies to fight the infection. 
The tes t for AIDS does not identify 
virus, instead it shows 


HOW MAMY PEOPLE HAVE AIDS? 


In Australia, about 40 000 people 
in high-risk groups have been tested 
and about 9 000 have shown evidence 
of infection, there have been 313 
people with Category A AIDS - 302 
males and 11 females, 154 of these 
313 people have died. These figures 
include four children under 10 with 
AIDS (Figures correct as at October 


arou 

Most show evidence 
through laboMtoryJ 


are any antibodies 
^^sent. Unlike most other diseases, 
antibodies are not effective protection 
from AIDS. It is generally accepted 
on the scientific evidence that the 
presence of antibodies indicates the 
person has been infected and therefore 
is potentially able to transmit the 
infection through the described means. 


s your question? 


25 TAS 1 

( 15 ACT 2 

In America, as at October 13, 1986, 
re have been 26,175 people with 
pS. 14,721 of these people have 


□ Want to know the basics about AIDS? 

Pt'C’-rj ir-o irxictrrahar. VSfvce 


□ Want to .get a personal question answered 
, by friendly, professional staff? 

□ Want to’find out if you are 'ot risk’? 

□ ■ Want to offer your help around AIDS? 

Ccr.WXJ tr-ti AiOS Acscn Ccxirc* 


In addition to Australia, the United 
ites and Canada, AIDS has been 
wied in 18 European countries, 
mast 21 African countries, the 
d|fobean. South America and several 
nr regions including the Middle 
nand Asia. 


□ Want information, pamphlets, videotapes or 
other resources? Or a speaker? 

Phono T^4> AIDS OiTcer ot ACT Health Aumcrty 


RA OOnC] n Want to get tested for AIDS? 

Phc-'vj Iha AIDS Per^rpnee 


^5 ^836 ^ Want to find out about AIDS and IV drug use? 

‘ Phcno tfieCtug RetonaJona WenTOTonCe^-trs 

217 2726 ^ Want to know about safer gay sex? 

“ . ^ W Gcr/me. 

Cr-4 om t ‘-zrrt ora Vr»r-rcv ■ ■ 

R A 2^20 ^ Worried for yourself, o lover or a friend ? 

r f^cr'e"»^*lC>S"ourv■K!l« 
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AID5 5YMPT0M5 


What are the symptoms of AIDS? 

In its early stages, immune defic- 
iency may not cause any symptoms. 
The symptoms eventually developed 
by people with AIDS are related to 
the diseases or infections that attack 
them because of their inability to 
fight off infection. 

These symptoms are similar to 
those everyone feels from time to 
time, but in the case of infection 
with the AIDS-related virus, they are 
more severe and prolonged: 

- extreme tiredness, sometimes 
combined with a headache 

- weight loss of more than 5 kilos 
which is not due to dieting 

- persistent swollen glands in the 
heck, armpits or groin 

- purple or discoloured growths 
on the skin or the mucous membranes 
inside the mouth, nose or anus 

- heavy, continual dry cough not 
related to smoking or common resp- 
itory infection 

- continuing bouts of diarrhoea 

- thick whitish patches on the 
tongue or in the throat (thrush) which 
may be accompanied by a sore throat 

- unexplained bleeding from any 
body opening or from the skin or 
mucous membranes; bruising more 
easily than usual 

- progressive shortness of breath 

- cold sores persisting for more 
than one month 


LOCATIOn OF 5.TD. 

CLIhiC AMD AID5 REFEREMCE 


EMTRE 


tog*MOM or <.T.o. ctmic 


WOaCH VIUgT HOSPITAL 


r£LCM»«II 




ACT AIDS REFEAENCe CENTRE 
Wo4«n Vt)l«y HotpHal 
T«l#phoM: (062) 042184 










AIDS is not an easy disease to 
catch. All evidence shows that it 
spreads through certain specific 
sexual practices, sharing of intra- 
venous needles and syringes or 
more rarely through blood trans- 
fusions either with whole blood or 
blood components. Testing kits have 
now been installed at all blood banks 
to avoid contaminated blood being 
given. Their is no evidence that AIDS 
can be transmitted through air, food, 
water, swimming pools, mosquitoes, 
towels, crockery, cutlery, glasses or 
casual body contact. However, it is 
transmitted through direct blood to 
blood contact and through semen and 
vaginal fluid during intercourse. 


The AIDS Task Force has recom- 
mended that the following steps be 
taken to prevent the spread of this 
disease: 

- intimate sexual contact should 
be avoided with persons known or 
suspected of having AIDS or carrying 
the virus. 

- Avoid having multiple sexual 
partners and avoid sexual contacts 
with others who do, including male 
and female prostitutes. Sexual 
promiscuity is a major risk factor. 

■ Needles for intravenous and 
other injections should NOT be 
used more than once. Sharing of 
needles is common among users of 
drugs of addiction and carries the 
risk of transmission of a variety 
of diseases, including AIDS. 

- Members of high risk groups 
(male homosexuals, male bisexuals, 
men who have engaged in male- 
to-male sexual act since 1980, female 
and male prostitutes, users of intra- 
venous drugs, and the sexual part- 
ners of all of these) MUST NOT 
DONATE BLOOD. 


C0MD0M5 CAh STOP 
THE Vlf=^U5 


Researchers at the University 
of California at San Francisco proved 
early this year that the AIDS virus 
cannot penetrate a condom. Research 
has previously shown that condoms 
can help stop gonorrhea, symphilis, 
herpes simplex and CMV viruses. 

Condoms aren't always perfect 
protection. Without practice and 
proper use, they can break, or fall 
off. But properly used, condoms 
have been proven to drastically 
reduce your risk of spreading, or 
contracting, AIDS in anal sex. 
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The characters artd organisations in 
this article are fictitious. Any 
resemblance to student politics at 
ANU is purely coincidental. 

So you've arrived at the Strine"* 
Nationalised University, and now you 
want to know all about the subject 
of student politics (well you probably 
don't want to know about it.but I'm 
going to tell you anyway, so stop 
reading that WO RON I and listen). 

For those of you who don't know 
me (which should be about all of 
you) my name is "Marmaduke". I 
thought it would be useful to start 
the year off by helping my readers- 
become acquainted with the various 
political groups on campus, and some 
of their personalities. 

Once upon a time, there was a very 
big club on campus called the Labour- 
ing Club. It was all powerful, never 
lost elections and was the club for 
any aspiring politician or any student 
who kept even remotely trendy 
company. 

But all good things must come to 
an end and so it was with the Labour- 
ing Club. After numerous bum-fights 
and disillusionment with their seniors 
in the Strine Labouring Party, the 
Left wing packed up its marbles and 
went off to form the Leftist Group 
(or the Canberry Grammar Matric- 
ulants Society). The Leftist Group 
goes under various names like 'Left 
Cataclysm’, 'Nouveau Left' and 'Left * 
Collusion' 

f 

The Leftist Group is made up of 
all those people who enjoy represent- 
ing other people (whether those peo- 
ple want representation or not). By 
attending university. White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant Canberry Grammar 
Matriculants can develop the affinity 
with the poor, the oppressed, minority 
groups and overseas terrorist organis- 
ations they need to do a good job 
when they are finally employed by 
the Canberry bureaucracy. 

The way the Leftists on campus 
represent people is by controlling the 
Strine Nationalised University Cream 
Bun Dispensary. This organisation 
confiscates 30 cream buns from every 
student each year (in the same way 
that the Canberry bureaucracy confis- 
cates 46 in every 100 cream buns that 
the average cream bun earning inhabit- 
ant of Strine receives each year). 

The Left Group spends 60% of 
your cream buns on running the Disp- 
ensary (which employs several people) 
and feeding the Leftist Group memb- 
ers who make the Dispensary their 
home. The remainder are distributed 
through the Clubs, Societies and 
Cream Bun Laundering Committee 
and at the discretion of General 
Meetings of the Dispensary. 


Beginner's Quide To Student Politics 







Thus those hard-earned cream buns 
can end up almost anywhere. Some 
find their way into the coffers of terr- 
orist organisations such as the People 
for Liquidating Ordinary innocent 
civilians. Others end up overseas 
helping the communist governments 
of Nicoppressua. Still more remain in 
Strine to fund radical radio stations 
such as 2 Rated X in Canberry and one 
in central Strine. 

Somewhere along the way, students 
get represented, though it is not a all 
clear where (one unconfirmed report 
placed 3 half-eaten cream buns In 
the office of Strine Labouring Party, 
Senator Susan Sellout, but it is unclear 
how they got there). 

The Leftist Group is very demo- 
cratic and non-hierarchical in structure 
which makes for some very bloody 
preselections, so if you like blood- 
sports, join Left Group. 

Members of Leftist Group fall into 
two broad categories: the young and 
cocky idealists who are new to the 
whole business and believe in doing 
good works through the offices of 
the Dispensary. They are the most 
inclined to become Re-education Week 
Directors or Re-education Handbook 
editors. They include people -like 
Moral Majority, Beverly Redneck and 
Anthony Whiteout. These people are 
the rrtost dangerous, having the highest 
rate of cream bun consumption. 

Then there are the old hacks who 
have bin there and done that. They 
tend to frown upon their younger 
colleagues. For them, the taste of 
Chardonnay and caviar that comes 
with a life time job in the Canberry 
bureaucracy is too close to ignore. 
They tend to concentrate on finishing 
their Arts/Law degrees and pulling 
the big strings within Leftist Group. 
Good taste prevents the naming of 
these individuals. 


Which brings us to the Labouring 
Club. The Labouring Club has the 
distinction of being the most successful 
Labouring Club in all of Strine. On 
most campuses, the Labouring Clubs 
control the Dispensary, but not 
here. The Labouring Club has all 
sorts of problems, not the least of 
which being that the Club President, 
Jerome Parson, is a member of the 
Liberty Club. Other difficulties in- 
clude the inability of the Ciub to affil- 
iate with the Strine Labouring Party, 
because the Canberry Branch of the 
Party is controlled by former Leftist 
Group members who won't let them 
in to play. The Labouring Club thus 
has to turn to the New Southern 
Workers division of the party for 
assistance. This assistance comes from 
NSW 'division Member of the Strine 
National Assembly, Dr Dick Plugman. 
This allows one of Plugman's employ- 
ees, Carrion Shunter, to play a big 
role in the club. Plugman wants to 
promote the growth of such Young 
Thug groups so as to stick them up 
the Left of the Labouring Party. 

The Labourng Club also suffers 
from a gross lack of talent and chronic 
faction fighting (each member of the 
Labouring Club is a faction). The 
Labouring Club spends most of the 
year hurling carrion and shit at each 
other, until election time, when they 
suddenly become extroverts and hurl 
it at everybody else. In 1986, the 
Labouring Club won the Blue Poles 
Award for Poster Defacement for 
their effotts in the Unionists' Board 
of Management campaign (until last 
year, the Labouring Club controlled 
the Union). 

Notable Labouring Club figures 
include Rudolph Hurst-Mire, known 
for his ability to do preference deals 
with the Leftists in first-past-the- 
post elections and Imelda Lynch, 
tipped to the Labouring Club front- 


runner in this year's Cream Bun 
Dispensay elections. 

Which leaves us with the Liberty 
Club. Unlike the other Clubs, the 
Liberty Club is not very democratic 
in nature, because while people vote 
for the Club President and Exec., there 
is often only one candidate and mem- 
bers vote the way they are told any- 
way. This has the advantage of allow- 
ing the executive to act unhindered 
by factional concerns. As one former 
executive member put it, "we're just 
one big happy family." The disadvant- 
age in all this is that the Club has very 
few active organisers and while lots 
of students join to go to the Club's 
parties, the Club has to struggle to 
get its basically hedonistic members 
to vote or come to Cream Bun Dispen- 
sary meetings. The gross apathy of 
the Liberty Club rank and file, 
combined with the activism and 
political awareness of the Leftist 
ensure that the Dispensary remains 
in the hands of the Leftist Group. 

The Liberty Club is philosophically 
opposed to the compulsory payment 
of 30 cream buns to the Dispensary 
each year, preferring that this payment 
were voluntary (which would, of 
course, close the Dispensary for good). 
The Club has a problem in that the last 
Federal Liberty Party dictatorship of 
Malcolm Shitler refused to implement 
such voluntary payments, even though 
this was one of their policies. So the 
Club has to try and take control of an 
organisation it doesn't like very much 
in order to liberate students from dec- 
isions made by a government it 
supported. 

The Liberty Club forged ahead in 
1985, when Cluff Smuts became Club 
President. Crude, rude and in- 
possession of enormous popular 
appeal. Smuts represented a break 
from the old-style leadership. Smuts 
now runs the Amalgamated Union of 
Strine Liberty Clubs. 

The Liberty Club's greatest victory 
came in 1986 when it seized control 
of the Unionist's Board of Manage- 
ment from the Labouring Club and 
renamed it the Strine Nationalised 
University Students Services Corpor- 
ation. The Liberty Club's coup was 
carefully disguised by naming the 
election ticket the Better Run Cam- 
paign Team. Heading the team was 
Bob lacocca, now Chairman of the 
Corporation and universally despised 
by the Leftists and Labourers for his 
determination to run the Corporation 
on a profitable basis. 

So now you are fully appraised of 
the various contenders for your vote 
at the elections held throughout the 
year. The best way to have a say in all 
of this is to VOTE. Remember, the 
cream buns stop with you. 

"Marmaduke" 
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above $1.50, and not below. 
Alternatively, an order can be 
placed 'at market,' the broker 
will then sell the shares at the 
present market price. Normally, 
shares are traded in 'market- 
able parcels,' the size of the 
parcel depending upon the 
market price of the shares. The 
amount of parcels an investor 
would buy depends uoon how 
much money is available to the 
investor. 


Jules Twigg is a highly 

respected final year student in 
the Faculty of Economics and 
Commerce. He is a well liked 
former resident of Burton and 
Garran Hall and Burgmann 

College, who has been active 

in interhall activities. Jules 
brings financial expertise to the 
pages of Woroni as he has gained 
experience on both the Mel- 
bourne and Sydney Stock 

Exchanges working with a 
prominent international stock 
broker. 

In forthcoming issues the 
Student Broker will introduce 
studentsto stock trading. He will 
show how the market is acces- 
sible to ordinary students 
through his explanation of the 
financial market. Takeovers 
will be discussed, as well as 
insider trading, the futures and 
option markets. Jules will keep 
Woroni up to date on happenings 
in the financial world through 
his extensive contacts in the 
industry. He will be interviewing 
prominent personalities in bu- 
iness and comment on current 
developments in the stock 
market. 

In his first article, the Student 
Broker gives a brief history of 
the Stock Exchange and ex- 
plains the basic mechanisms of 
the market. 


After an order is given, 
a stockbroker telephones on a 
direct line to a telephone booth 
on the trading floor of the stock 
exchange, 

where the order is 
transferred to the member 
firm's authorized operator. The 
operator then goes to the ap- 
propriate trading post, where the 
shares are listed. 

On the board is listed the 
lowest selling quotation and the 
highest buying quotation. If the 
order is inside the limits posted 
for the particular stock, the 
operator will then yell up to the 
'chalkie' to chalk down the 
order price, this shows to the 
entire market the price at which 
the investor is willing to trade 
in these shares. Buying and 
selling brokers then seek out 
each other, bargain and event- 
ually |[trike a price for the sale. 

The operators record the 
transaction, the buying broker 
advises the 'chalkie,' so the 
sale price is posted for all to 
see, and the transaction slip 
goes into the stock exchange 
system for recording share 
turnover. The transaction 
price is then communicated 
back through the broking 
network, to the original 
investor. 

The rewards for investing in 
the Stock Market can be sub- 
stantial. With accurate and 
careful advice received from a 


agreed upon price. Shares are 
bought and sold on the Stock 
Exchange trading floor, through 
approved member organisations, 
called stock brokers. 

These stock-brokers act as 
agents for the people who want 
to buy and sell their shares. 

‘The process by which the 
stock market operates begins 
outside the Stock Exchange, 
as investors decide to buy and 
sell shares. The size of invest- 
ors range from typical small 
investors, such as students or 
married couples investing some 
of their savings, through to 
banks or large institutions, who 
invest substantial amounts of 
money into the stock-market. 

Once a decision is made by 
an investor to buy or sell some 
shares, the investor then places 
an order with a stock-broker. 
Orders can be placed at certain 
price limits, for example 'Sell 
at $1.50' so the broker can 
sell the specific shares at or 


of both an organisation's need 
for funds, and an individ- 
ual's need to invest his surplus 
money efficiently. 

It is by means of this primary 
market that companies can 
issue shares to the public, to 
obtain money to commence 
such projects as building fac- 
tories or establishing new mines. 
As shareholders are part-owners 
of companies, they hold share 
certificates as proof of owner- 
ship, and usually receive divi- 
dends as a reward for investing 
money in the company. 

The one major problem with 
this primary market is that 
organisations require this money 
for a long time, whereas indi- 
viduals need to convert their 
shares into cash at any time. 
This problem is solved by the 
secondary market of the Stock 
Exchange, where a regulated 
market place is provided for 
the sale of shares from one 
individual to another at an 


The first signs of the dev- 
elopment of a Stock Exchange 
dates back to Venice in 1262, 
with the institution of the 
National Debt. The Government 
of the day borrowed from its 
citizens and issued bonds at a 
fixed interest rate, these bonds 
could then be traded in the 
market-place. The idea spread 
to England, and in 1693 
William III established the 
English National Debt. The mer- 
chant brokers of the Royal 
Exchange would act as inter- 
mediaries in buying and selling 
the public's bonds. These 
brokers would meet and con- 
duct their business in a coffee 
house called Jonathan's, which 
they decided in 1773 to name 
'the Stock Exchange.' 

Today, in its simplest form, 
the Stock Exchange acts as a 
financial intermediary in raising 
money for business and enter- 
prises. It serves the requirements 


stock-broker, a suitable share 
portfolio can be made up for 
any individual. 


Next edition Jules will 
explain the process of 'getting 
started' in the Stock Market, 
and outline the basic approaches 
that should be taken if one is 
interested in share investing. 


Monday 30 March 1987 
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Reading the Rev/ 


"I just can’t do it! Apart from 'a few good bits'(‘Behold 1 stand at the door and knock . . Revelation is just 
too hard for me. I don’t see how I can do anything else except leave it to the experts — but judging by all the 
conflicting and confusing interpretations around ihe place, it's too hard for them as well!” 

Can you understand Rev? Yes, you cani — maybe not in the sense that no puzzles remain, but you can certainly 
"get the message". This article is intended to persuade you that you can do so, and to show you how to go about 
it. I want to make five points, the first two concerning your attitude and the next three concerning the method you 
will need to use. 


1 Be confident! You can 
understand Rev! 

What makes me so sure? — Two 
basic facts. First, you are reading and 
understanding words all the time. 
Every day of your life you read words 
— often quite technical, unusual, or 
cryptic words — and "get the mes- 
sage". You have just done it. in fact. 
Although you have probably met the 
symbol Rev before as an abbreviation 
for "Reverend", you have already 
realised that it is being used here as 
an abbreviation for "The Book of 
Revelation". Interpreting Rev involves 
something you can already do: read- 
ing and understanding words. 

Secondly, God intends you to 
understand Rev! Like the rest of the 
Bible. Rev was written to speak God’s 
Word to us. Through the Holy Spirit’s 
work of inspiration, what John wrote 
is God’s revelation to his servants — 
and so to us (see 1:1). One important 
consequence of inspiration is the 
perspicuity of the Scriptures: ie, the 
clarity of their message. God speaks 
in order to communicate, not to con- 
fuse; so the message of the Script- 
ures (although not necessarily all its 
details) is clear to every humble and 
attentive reader. 

Through the Holy Spirit's work of 
illumination, our minds are enlight- 
ened to grasp that message: the 
Author helps those who are humble 
and teachable to understand. So pray 
for understanding, in the confidence 
that your prayer will be answered. 
And then read Rev seeking under- 
standing — for this prayer won’t be 
answered apart from your reading of 
the book! 

How do we read in a way that leads 
to understanding? 

1. Read the whole not just snip- 
pets. We create great problems for 
ourselves, and make it harder to gain 
understanding, by our habit of using 
the Bible for devotional pill-popping: 
a verse a day keeps the devil at bay!! 
But Rev (like most other parts of the 
Bible) was written as a book that 
needs to be read (or heard: 1:3) and 
understood as a whole. So read it all 
in one sitting at least a couple of 
times — it won’t take much longer 


than watching an episode of "Dallas" 
or listening to an Amy Grant tape (and 
will be much better for you than 
both)!! 

2. Read with attention. Ask your- 
self questions about what you are 
reading: Why does this come here? 
What does that mean? Where else in 
the book have I come across this? 
Look for indications of purpose, for 
recurring themes or ideas, for evi- 
dence of patterns and structure. Make 
notes as you go; jot down your ques- 
tions. your observations, your ten- 
tative conclusions. 

3. Read your jottings, and then 
read Rev again, making more notes 
as you go — and then do it againi 
Once you’ve begun to get a feel for 
the book in this way. using a com- 
mentary will pay great dividends. But 
if you start using a commentary be- 
fore you've gone through this process 
of reading and questioning, you won’t 
see much point in a lot of the infor- 
mation it gives. 

Although this may not be a popu- 
lar truth in an age of instant porridge, 
instant coffee, and instant lotteries, 
this means that there is no such thing 
as an instant understanding of Rev — 
or of any other part of the Bible. The 
only sure way to grasp its meaning is 
to spend time reading, pondering, 
studying it. If that seems like a bur- 
den. perhaps we’d belter consider 
how far we really hunger for the 
lifegiving words that proceed from 
God’s mouth! 

2 Be careful! Don’t be too 
confident! 

The Bible is a mediated revelation. 
It wasn’t given directly to us. but 
comes to us through those to whom 
it was first given. Rev is. in the first 
instance, the message God gave 
John for the churches of Asia (1: 4,11). 
God’s Word to us now comes in and 
through what he said to them then. 


How is it possible to break through 
the barriers created by this distance 
— the gap between their particularity 
and ours — in order to understand 
what Rev is saying? There are three 
principles we need to follow. 
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3 Be contextual! 

As anyone who has seen "The 
Gods Must Be Crazy" will know, the 
only way to grasp the meaning of any- 
thing is by seeing it in its context. Out 
of its normal context, a Coke bottle is 
very hard to comprehendl The same 
rule applies to the meaning of words. 
How did you work out, after seeing it 
only twice, that Rev stands for "The 

Book of Revelation”? The context told 
you! 

In reading Rev (or any book of the 
Bible), two kinds of context must be 
taken into account. The first is the 
internal context. A vital clue to the 
meaning of what is in Rev is — what 
is in Rev! The best way of trying to 
discover what words, ideas, events in 
the book mean is to keep reading the 
book itself, internal context provides 
an important guide to meaning in the 
following ways. 

First, we understand words and 
phrases in the light of their setting (ie, 
the sentence, paragraph, unit of 
thought in which they occur). When 
John describes his book as a 
“prophecy" (1:3), what does he 
mean? Remember, we mustn’t begin 
by assuming that what it means to us 
(a prediction about the future) is what 
it meant for John and his readers. 
This might be what they meant by it, 
but we must discover its meaning by 
seeing how they use the word. So we 
begin by looking carefully at the im- 
mediate context; what clues does 
1:1-3 give about the character and 
content of this "prophecy"? (Where 
does it comes from? What is it about? 
What else is it called? How should we 
respond to it?) 

Secondly, we understand the parts 
in the light of the whole. At one level, 
this means that the book as a whole 
(and not just the sentence or para- 
graph) becomes the setting in which 
we discover the meaning of words 
and phrases. So, in finding out what 
John means by "prophecy" in 1:3, we 
also need to examine any other pas- 
sages in Rev where he uses the 
word, or related words like "prophet", 
"prophesy". (A concordance is a 
valuable tool for this task.) 


At another level, it is the structure 
of the book as a whole that helps to 
establish the meaning of individual 
items. Seeing where they fit and what 
part they play will help us to decide 
what they mean. An example will 
show how this is important. 

How are we to interpret the events 
described in 11:1-14? As we become 
familiar with Rev, we notice that it 
contains several series of 7s: seven 
letters (chaps 2-3), seven seals 
(chaps 6-7), seven trumpets (chaps 
8-11), and seven bowls (chaps 15-16). 
The passage we are considering 
comes as part of an interlude 
between the sixth and seventh trump- 


So while the fact that the Bible is 
God’s Word leads us to acknowledge 
its perspicuity, the fact that it is also 
men’s words leads us to recognise its 
particularity. It is a universal revela- 
tion given through particular people 
in particular historical and cultural 
contexts. These people, and what 
they wrote, are distant from us histor- 
ically, culturally, linguistically — and 
we cannot understand Rev without 
making allowance for this distance. 
(Not that you can’t read too far into 
Rev without becoming vividly aware 
of it!) 

In particular, we must avoid assum- 
ing that its meaning is to be explained 
by our experience, our culture, our 
history. Unless I establish its mean- 
ing by discovering what it meant in its 
original setting. Rev becomes an 
echo-chamber in which I hear little 
more than my own ideas, assump- 
tions, expectations — and prejudices! 
To give a trivial example: does the fact 
that Rev was written to the seven 
churches in Asia (1:4) mean that most 
of its recipients were Chinese? Why 
not? — because what "Asia" means 
in 1:4 is what it meant for John and 
the churches, not what it now means 
to us. And the same is true for every- 
thing else in the book. Interpretations 
of Rev that don’t observe this princi- 
ple should be treated as suspect — 
no matter how popular or widespread 
they are! 
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CANBERRA RAPE CRISIS CENTR'' 

For Rape Crisis, rape is about pow- 
er and control — not about sexuality. 

Rape is an extreme tool of an entire 
system of male domination of wom- 
en — of a system in which men may 
potentially use, among many forms of 
abuse, forced sexual contact as a way 
of maintaining power and control over 
women's lives — as a way of curtail- 
ing women's activities by instilling 
fear. 

No simple reforms can eliminate 
rape. Rape is part of a complex 
social system of male domination 
that will not be eradicated until the 
roles of male and female as we now 
see them have been destroyed. 

For information, support, counsell- 
ing ring Canberra Rape Crisis Centre 
Tel. 472525. 

Women are constructed by instit- 
utions such as the media into roles 
which are passive, submissive, object- 
ified, powerless. These roles and 
images being presented to men and 
women reinforce the idea of rape as 
a form of acceptable social behaviour. 
Rape is never acceptable social behav- 
iour. It is a means of robbing a woman 
of her autonomy and of her choice — 
of making her do something against 
her will. This is something that as 
Rape Crisis workers we have to be 
especially aware of. We offer the wo- 
man who has been raped as many 
options as possible so that she can 
decide what is best for her, herself, 
and she can begin once- again to gain 
control over her life. 

The threat of rape is used to contr- 
ol women's behaviour — to force 
them to stay at home — to force 
them to seek out male protection — 
to force them to fear the dark — to 
designate what they wear — to make 
them feel guilty if they behaVe inde- 
pendently. The myths that say women 
ask for/deserve/ to be raped work iri 
such a way as to make women feel 
totally responsible for rape. Women 
are told that they can prevent rape by 
curtailing their own behaviour. It is 
in the interests of those who rape to 
control women, to . prevent women 
realizing that power is the issue in 
rape. Power is achieved through total 
control over a woman. Media advert- 
ising and films that glamourize and 
sexualize rape seek to confuse the 
issue. There are constantly images of 
women who are being forced to fuck/ 
or do anything — revelling in their 
subordination. Women are being 
told that they want to be raped — 
men are told that women are waiting 
to be raped by them. The link of rape 
with sexual desire seeks to present 
rape as a compliment to the victim for 
her ability to bring out the 'animal' 
in a man. 

All women, black/white/infant/eld- 
erly/able-bodied/disabled/lesbian/het- 
erosexual /rich/poor/ are potential rape 
victims. There is nothing that we as 
women are responsible for if we are 
raped. If we wear high heels, we may 
be told that we asked for it by looking 
sexy — if we don't wear high heels — 
we may be raped because we dared 
to dress differently, or comfortably. 

It is important to remem- 
ber that what we are told by maga- 
zines is attractive, is often the most 
physically debilitating. High heels, 
tight skirts and trousers are diffic- 
ult to run in and leave women open 
to attack.' It is. once again, another 
means of keeping women in control 
or of exerting power over us. 
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WiMMiMS PEACE CW '86 


The Reality: Wimmins Peaca 
Camp 1 986 

There has been a lot of emotional 
mudslinging about the Wimmln For 
Survival's (WFS) 1986 peace camp. 
Many myths have sprung up about 
what happened at the camp. This 
article has a few facts to undermine 
those myths. The fact, the myths 
are still perpetuated obviously 
signifies the camp is not forgotten 
by the misogynists. 

The camp has inspired and given 
strength to the wimmin's peace move- 
ment around Australia. There were 
many generalisations and absolute 
falsehoods in Harris's article, re- 
printed from 'the Australian,' in 
Woroni, regarding the 1986 Peace 
Camp. The new Woroni editors must 
be very hard up if this is all they can 
find to fill the pages of our once 
laudable paper. Harris's attempt 
to grapple with th issues seemed to be 
mostly occupied with a drawn-out 
discourse on semantics, padded out 
with boring reminiscences of his 
college days. Where is the serious 
debate on means of protest? Where 
is the discussion of 'the greatest and 
most complex issue of our time' as 
Harris belatedly acknowledges it 
to be? When in doubt tribialise 
the issue (Pine Gap) and slander the 
wimmin working on it, are Harris's 
tactics. How can the man be so 
misguided as to class himself among 
'the thinking community'? 

There will be some who, like 
Harris, are prepared to believe 
whatever is served up to them by 
the media, and to mouth it as 
truth. Some facts are needed to 
balance the sensational garbage. 
Fact: Ian Sinclair was not, and 

has never claimed to have been, 
head-butted. This interpretation 
was convenientiy applied to a still 
photo of a wommin who slipped 
while Sinclair was entering the 
camp and whose head in the photo 
is in front of Sinclair's body. 
Fact: Politicians, media and the 

public generally were most welcome 
at any time throughout the camp 
to approach the information and 
media tent established at the front 
of the lawns. 


Fact: Unlike the 'mainstream' 

society, WFS does not restrict or 
proscribe any wommins free choice 
of sexual identity. Thus we, are 
proud and happy to work together 
as lesbian, heterosexual, celibate, 
bisexual ... those who think that 
lesbian is a put down had better 
think again. 

Fact: WFS is not merely anti-USA, 
as simplistic souls have put it. We 
are anti-nuclear, pro-peace and 
thus opposed to the actions of any 
country willing to deploy and use 
nuclear or any other weapons. This 
includes the USSR as much as the 
USA, and should Australia decide 
to host Soviet military bases, we 
would be just as vocal about them as 
we are against US military bases. 
These spy bases only serve to 
increase the level of fear and dis- 
trust between nations and do nothing 
to serve the cause of world peace. 
They are also nuclear targets. 

WFS is a network of wimmin, 
acting to end the violence that 
threatens survival for us all - and 
that includes Max Harris. We work 
towards our goals in a manner 
comfortable for us as feminist 

wimmin. If Mr. Harris and his ilk 
disagree with our methods they 
are free to organise in other ways. 
We do not claim to be the sole 
representatives of anti-nuclear 
protest in Australia. If, however, 
Harris, chooses to vegetate in a 
state of 'athetic incertitude,' he 
can hardly complain about either 
the state of the peace movement, or 
the increasing ugliness of this 
world and its future. The altern- 
ative is to think about and work for 
change. All wimmin interested in 
discussing these issues/finding out 
about the camp/ about WFS/ or 
being involved in the wimmins peace 
movement, are invited to attend a 
WFS meeting. The details will be 
announced in the following 
Woroni. 

Last but not least, WFS thanks 
the ANU Students' Association for 
its support. 

Alexis Aylward 
Renee Leon 
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I am a member of the Canberra 
Mens Gathering, a group- of men who 
. have formed a collecive to discuss 
and act on issues relating to men and in 
farticular the patriarchal imbalance 
of society today. 

Not many people can seriously 
challenge the power inequality of 
the sexes in Australian society, but 
often the idea of a group separating 
itself from others (particularly on 
the basis of sex) draws opposition due 
to the perceived aggression that sep- 
arating groups of people is seen to 
imply. 

A Women's Area, a Women's Dance, 
an International Women's Day can 
all seem negative from a man's (and 
I guess also from a women's) point 
of view (and men's groups often 
receive the same sort of criticism). 
But if one overcomes this initial 
reaction towards separation and looks 
at the reasons why these groups feel 
they need to separate themselves 
from others, often this initial reaction 
is mitigated. The criteria seems to be 
that if more can be achieved due to 
the initial step of separation then 
that separation is justified. 

Through this separation I have 
found the Mens Gathering very 
liberating - being able to listen to 
and discuss other men's ideas of the 
stereotyf>ed male Image our society 

generally wants men to conform to, 
knowing the listening audience has 
been though similar situations and 
has seen the world through male 
eyes. The material I have gathered 
through contact with other men 

in the group- has heightened my 
awareness of the sexism in our 
society. I feel that this is the 

ultimate reason for our group's 

existence, to act against this unjust 
imbalance through our everyday 
liv6s snd in dir6Ct3Ction. 

Contact with the Canberra 
Men's Gathering can be 
P.O. Box 2273, Canberra GPO 2601. 

- Anton Alblas 
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MARGARET PRESTON: THE ART OF 
CONSTANT RE-ARRANGEMENT 
Elizabeth Butel, Penguin, 1985. $19.95 

Reviewing this book was pleasurable 
and fascinating. It was both an art book 
and biography of Margaret Preston; her 
life in relation not only to art but her 
personality and insight into the society 
she lived in. The balance including these 
variant aspects to the woman Margaret 
Preston, and the considerable impact 
she had on the art scene, was well ach- 
ieved. 

The author, an art historian and free- 
lance journalist has also written other 
books relating to Australian themes. 
Her writing was both easy to read and 
vivid. Numerous anecdotes and aphorisms 
from Preston herself increase its validity. 
For these reasons I wanted not so much 
to review the book, but here include a 
very much condensed impression of some 
of the information in the book. This 
should be an incitement to read more. 

The book is non-contentious. It is a 
tribute to Preston, and as well as eroding 
falsities about the woman as artist, never 
denies the strength of Preston herself. 
The issue of the 'feminine' arts, and 
Butel's assertion that Preston challenged 
the masculine cultural ethos by present- 
ing a feminisation of art, was a discussion 
which could have acquired more depth. 
The assertion in the introduction that 
Margaret Preston never compromised her 
art for commercial purposes, was a topic 
implicitly rather than explicitly addressed 
in the book. Similarly, the background 
to the state of Australian art, by which 
Preston was occupied, would have helped 
to locate Preston in a contemporary 
context. However the focus, as presented 
by Butel, is on seeing the development 
of Preston's art in relation to the individ- 
ual woman, rather than from any other 
perspective. Such limitations make books 
pleasant, 'coffee-table' reading. 

The text itself is divided into three 
sections, dealing with Preston's life and 
art according to different periods of her 
life — youth and training '1875-1920), 
the emergence of Preston's individual 
art '1920-30,' and her maturity 1924- 
63. The book is also a good source for 
further reading, in that it provides a 
bibliography and catalogue of works 
included (those of the Art Gallery of 
NSW). 

The most striking aspect of the book 
is Preston's own art work, and for this 
purpose the book was suitable, large 
square pages on fine paper and intense 
colour reproductions. As use of colour 
was integral to Preston's art these are 
invaluable. They may account for the 
price of the book, at$19.95 it is expen- 
sive for a thin paperback edition. 

Margaret Rose Macpherson born at 
Port Adelaide in 1875, her mother a 
Quaker and her father a naval engineer. 
This resulted in her father's absence for 
most of her life, and an upbringing in 
an exclusively female family. She had 
a strong sense of both independence and 
responsibility, after her father's early 
death she supported her family by 
teaching. 
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• Art was an early interest of Preston, 
and she began lessons at twelve years of 
age (One suggested catalyst for this 
interest being the blacking out and re- 
painting of her mother's best china). 
She later studied full-time at the Mel- 
bourne National Gallery school, attend- 
ing classes in life drawing, she also won a 
scholarship in still-life — the latter 
being a major form of her artistic ex- 
pression. She began giving her own 
art classes when she was 24. 

It was with one of her students — 
Bessie Davidson, that Preston travelled 
to Eruope in 1904. She stayed for three 
years, where she realised that most of 
her studies had been in limitation; and 
attempted to comprehend German post 
impressionism. The influence of Japanese 
art and her study at the Guinea Muse 
was strong, and Butel lists some of these 
qualities as "a delight in anymetry, patt- 
ern as a dominant element of design; 
the close up observation of natural 
patterns so that they are revealed in 
discrete units ; . . . , pleasure in the 
small event; .... and a daring engage- 
ment in a deliberate primitivism." 

After another period of teaching 
and earning in Adelaide Margaret Preston 
returned to Europe in 1912 with another 
of her students, Gladys Reynell, and in 
Paris learnt from the works of Gaugin 
and the Fauvists. She was in London 
at the outbreak of war, and there gave 
lessons in basket-weaving and pottery 
to shell shocked soldiers, improvising 
materials due to shortages. 

Butel remarks that it was England 
where Preston's ideas on art were worked 
out, where she made the conversion from 
naturalism to modern art. Preston be- 
lieved that "art was something made by 
men (!) to visualise ideas", within a 
frame. Her modernism was always that 
of the 'English' type in its order and 
balance. 

Preston came back to Australia after 
the armistice, and it was on her return 
that she married William Preson, an 
ex-AIF lieutenant. Marriage did not 


curtail her work, but provided financial 
support and relative freedom to pursue 
her art. Preston had married at forty- 
four, and already established a pattern 
of independence in the close profession- 
al relationships/friendships she had 
shared with Davidson and Reynell. 

They settled in Sydney, which suited 
Preston's career, as well as her husband's 
(he was the director of a retail chain). 
This was particularly so in the magazines 
'Art in Australia' and 'Home', in which 
Preston's numerous works and articles 
often featured. Preston, comments one 
observer: 

"was very productive, and she always 
saw that her work was promoted in a 
way that was not usual then,but 
which is taken for granted now. She 
was very alive to the importance of 
promotion and used her very strong 
personality to see that her articles 
appeared and that her illustrations 
appeared. She was constantly before 
the public eye." 

The art forms Preston worked on in 
the twenties were paintings of still life, 
but predominantly woodcuts, with main- 
ly Australian themes — wild flowers, 
or views of contemporary scenery. 
Colour was strong and vidid, design 
bold, and to one dimensional effect. 
Preston's art has been termed the 'art 
of decoration', but as Butel points out 
"one look at Preston's invigorating, 
expressive and powerful art should 
convince the viewer that by 'decor- 
ation' she meant something quite 
different from the vapid, artificial 
prettiness associated with the term." 

Traditionally the 'feminine' arts, or 
crafts as they are labelled, such as weav- 
ing, pottery, knitting, china painting, 
fabrics or flower arranging have been 
devalued by the male art establishment. 
A false distinction is made between art 
and craft, where art is defined as sculpt- . 
ure or painting, areas where male art- 
ists dominated. Preston moved as it were 
between these two spheres, using what- 


ever form appealed to her at the time. 
She said of her preference for flowers 
' No-one else seems to be using Aust- 
ralian flowers — but I think they are 
more interesting and decorative than 
those of other nations." Butel deals 
with the issue by stating that Preston 
challenged the masculine bush ethos, 
her paintings "unquestioningly femin- 
ine" but with an "uncompromising 
strength that rids the term of any 
sweetness". An approach which values 
'femine ' art is perhaps more import- 
ant. 

Preston is quoted in the book as 
commenting on the circumstances of 
being a woman artist. "I had a house 
which required supervision. . . . and still 
life is essentially a woman's work from 
that point of view, if no other. You 
can go on working, even in the kitchen, 
if need by, and seeing to the things 
of your house as your work grows." 
Her ability to be financially self- 
supporting, and her late marraige 
provided Preson with relative freedom 
to pursue art. Preston's art undoubtedly 
reached many of the female public, 
through magazines like 'Home', and 
'Womens World' covers featured 
Preston's designs with the intonation 
"not to waste the cover", as framed 
"they make the most charming pict- 
ures for the very simple or small room". 

Throughout her life Preston was con- 
cerned tofind an art that would express 
Australia, lin the 1930's, this resulted in 
Preston turning to Aboriginal art for 
inspiration; treating this art on an aes- 
thetic level, focusing on images rather 
than the meanings behind them: But 
such meaning was not denied. By look- 
ing for inspiration in the art of the peo- 
ple of Australia, Preston acknowledged 
the appropriateness of Aboriginal art 
to the Australian landscape. She did 
not seek to replicate Aboriginal art, 
but learn from it. 

Into her late 70's, Preston continued 
experimenting and working, launching 
a new series of monotypes, and produc- 
ing for the first time, many landscapes 
of subdued hues. The inauguration 
of the Blake prize may also have been 
the inspiration for another series, rel- 
igious themes in an Australian con- 
text. She also travelled extensively 
during this time . Preston died in 1963. 

I have not mentioned the large number 
of art forms e.g. silk screening, lino 
prints, etchings or drawings which Prest- 
on was conversant with, or the scope 
of themes of her prints or paintings. 

Alison Collins 
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5PILT BEER . 

, f 

by Raphael Chapman 


The scene is a beer garden with several people 
seated around a large wooden people, a predom- 
inance of Coopers Ale and chip packets spread over 
the table. Through the gate of the beer garden walks 
a lean tanned woman known to some of the people 
at the table, partially known by others. The sun 
falls across her face and reveals lines and worn skin 
that tells of years of summers spent unprotected. 
She moves with knowing grace in the crowd and 
deals a blow of intimacy to all men at the table, 
but summons none of them, all the women at the 
table are ambivalent to themselves and so only 
register self-pity when confronted with the summer 
ease of the intruding woman. The wash of beer in 
otherwise unfortunate minds levels all feelings of 
animosity and subsumes desires that would other- 
wise surface to reveal the full extent of dissatis- 
faction with partners and dissatisfaction with self. 


COOPERS SUMMER 

Long saffron summers on Cooper's Ale, 

Idle chat and lonely drinks in warm 
beer gardens under shadowy trees. 
Cigarettes and cool river breezes 
swimming with strangers who know your name; 
Lean tanned bodies with lives and minds 
that are tame smoke borrowed dope and dream 
they will elope. 

Enigmatic dogs with knowing eyes live lives 
of dog-food cans and die under cars with 
knowing jest, barking that perhap's it's best. 


Long are saffron summers on 
Cooper's Ale. 


The swimming hole at the river is crowded with 
yelling and shouting youths. The beer euphoric crowd 
from the garden mingle and make their way to the 
beach. The feeling is tense but eased by the beer as 
clothes are shed and bodies wrapped in swimming 
costumes revealed. The silent appraisal of lusting 
eyes sorts out partners for either fantasy or frolic 
later in the evening. Thick thighs and plump bodies 
squeezed into nylon one-pieces hold hands and look 
into eyes of paunchy men with boredom in the 
whites of their eyes. All feign enjoyment and forget 
Monday. 


CAMUS BLUES IN TWELVE BAR SUICIDE 

Lives of atrocious inadequacy meet 
and join together. 

Lives of ridiculous futility seek 
harmony together. 

Social construction leads to social 
construction. 

Face to face, armpit to armpit, we 
battle the atrocious inadequacy. 

The Futility, and construct 
realities from the absurd 
And become bizarre ... 


Later on with the pairing off process complete, 
and more beer drunk and dope smoked, bodies 
grapple in the dark and then with the rising fear of 
loneliness fall into cars and pretend to orgasm. With 
Monday morning come the shattered illusion and 
over hung denials of profuse emotion expressed 
under the influence of lust. The stranger in the bed 
utters weary lines of nothing and heads off to work 
to construct a fantasy with friends whose weekends 
ended with Countdown and pretended orgasm on 
lonely couches in far off suburbs. 


TWO PEOPLE BLUES 

Drunken bouts with dead memories - 

leave tired eyes and solitary sadness. 
Furry headed mornings with 

unresolved bitterness marked off 
by empty bottles of beer strewn all 
over unrelenting sorrow. 
Empty eyes that ask the inevitable 

and the ordinary mistake wet 
sheets for passion neglecting 
spilt beer. 

Drunken bouts with furry headed 
women with empty eyes looking to 
resolve bitterness by asking the 
inevitable and the ordinary, mistaking 
everything for passion, wasting spilt 
beer, and counting the years by 
empty beer bottles, lead to 
solitary sadness and tired eyes. 

Bouts of life, tired with drunkeness 

and the ordinary, punctuated with 
Beer stained passion and the 

inevitable, leave stale, well worn 
Cliches hanging as whispers in 
Bitter intimacy close to midnight. 


SAD PASSION 

Black visions of unrequested pain 

live in bodies of pretended happiness; 
Women of bleak outlook shower stones 

of self-depicting destruction on the 
pity of solitary men. 

Men of dismal appeal rain torrents 

of desire on unrequested happiness 
and don't have to pretend pain. 
Notes of passion, notes of passion 
With the music always arranged 
the same. 


At a room full of party people in a mortgaged 
lounge room there is a feeling of desperation and 
restraint. People laugh and smite with grave rings 
of lifelesness around their eyes. Some of the 
pairings at the swimming hole survive but others 
have changed around, sharp sad looks across 
pretzels register confusion and guilt. Winter heat 
in electrically warmed room gives a closeness denied 
by the icy wind outside. The party dies of inad- 
equacy and people off to be lonely together and 
pretend the scars have healed from open wounds 
obtained in suspect liaisons. 


DEAD DOG PEOPLE 

Winter crippled trees, lepers in a row 

Whisper brown against the blue clarity of a 
Cold sky; 

A car crippled dog fresh in death 
Barks with mute deadness into a 
Cold road. 

People crippled people contaminated 

By whispers of clarity, speak well 
To dead dogs and winter trees. 


SEASONAL DEPRESSION 

I watched for summer breeze and warm days. 
Lingering looks at early dawns constructing 
Scenarios of tee-shirt days in thongs. 

Cool seasonal winds brace my body and pull 
Memories of cloudless days 
From last year out, and leave them with 
A chill and a cough. 


Dogs with ruffled fur and disgruntled grimaces 
Shuffle in the wind and press envious 
Noses against heated shop windows 

Then shoot steam with cocked legs in disgust. 

The beer gardens are shut 

The fun gone with the winter wind 
Beer gardens patrons sit displaced in 

Public bars swelling the numbers of 
Weather refugees seeking asylum in 

5 schooner afternoons and nobbys nuts. 

Knowing nods at urinal rituals confirm 

That everything's in place and that tomorrow 
Will happen 

The blast of cold air through > the 
Open window predicts the weather forecast. 


The escape from winter's bitter torment of 
cloudy days and heated rooms is sought on the 
coast. In mortgaged bungalows with collected 
shells on the mantlepiece people suffer winter 
together and pretend summer. Bonfires and beer 
on cold sand lead to reflective self annihilation 
as the open sky deposits frost in colder places. 


STARS AND SUNLIGHT 

The small fire flickered in his face, . 

Women, he said, 'touch the sky and 
shine like stars'. 

Shifting position, frowning and 
looking intense he studied the blank 

gloom beyond crackling driftwood, 
‘I knew a woman once', he said, and 

then paused to blink, 'like a river 
of glass we glinted cutting new directions 
with sharp edges of transparent 
desires.' 

His voice dropped away and I 
could feel the crying but saw no 
tears — only dripping fears. 

'Love', he said, ‘see the stars', I 
nodded and looked, 'constant and 
strong as a woman's love, sparkling 
dreams of sensitive passion in the 
darkness.' 

With his face in anguished hands, 
he whispered into the fire, 'If you look 
into the sunlight long enough you 
can no longer see the stars', he sighed. 

And with smoke-reddened eyes I 
understood his loneliness. 


Highways full of broken glass and reminders 
of families in Falcons smashed unrecognisingly 
into trees and the side of logging trucks lead to 
different towns with the same people, different 
people with the same lives and definite ends to 
infinite feelings longings that are often cut short 
by failing brakes and out of control personalities. 


COLLISION 


- SAM HUNT 


I took the punch like glass 
I didn't break, I shattered. 

A car smash once, head on. 

One day I started reading poems 
Where people said they looked out 
Crying through their tears — 

r believe in ail these things — 
Like looking at you dead 
Through shattered glass. 


m 
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Entertainment This WoronI 


Ralph Wilson on 
"UMCLE VAMYA" 

By his mid-twenties, Chekhov had 
turned out some six hundred pieces as a 
popular comic writer and scandal col- 
umnist. These "Stories" were mainly cheap 
stuff highly spiced newspaper pickle. But 
already he was offering literary advice 
which presaged the kind of realism he 
was to make his own. 

"Subjectivity is a dangerous thing. 

It is bad because it gives the poor author 
• so completely away. But for this sub- 
jectivity of yours, you could have been 
a useful artist .... All you have to do is 
to be honest with yourself, throw your 
own personality overboard, don’t make 
yourself into a hero of your own story, 
renounce yourself for at least half an 
hour. You have a story in which a newly 
married couple go on kissing each other 
all through dinner. If only you had taken 
the trouble to describe the dinner, to 
show us how they are, what they are, 
what the cook is like, how vulgar your 
hero and heroine were, how absurd she 
was with her love of that well-fed, greedy 
ass". 

Here already was the clinical impulse 
to look beneath appearances. 

Soon Chekhov began to use his talen 
seriously, to write less and to perfect the 
Chekhov short story with its marvellous 
treatment of the wry moments of life. 

By twenty -nine, he was already a master 
teller of stories in a new vein. 

At the same time, his work for the 
theatre remained very conventional if 
highly entertaining. His third play "The 
Wood Demon" (1889 — Chekhov was 
29) is an example. However, in the next 
eight or so years, he developed the art of 
writing plays which had the same wry 
quality, the same life likeness, the same 
resonances as the stories. In the last five 
or six years of his life, Chekhov wrote 
three such plays: "Uncle Vanya" (1899); 

"The Three Sisters" (1901)and "The 
Cherry Orchard" (1904). 

"Uncle Vanya" is a drastic rewrite of 
"The Wood Demon". In "Uncle Vanya" 

— Chekhov insisted it was an entirely new 
play — he discarded four characters, the 
structure is enormously tightened and the 
tone is radically different because of the 
emphasis on disillusionment and frustrat- 
ion. It is often thought that these negative 
elements must make for a depressing play. 

Not necessarily. They are countered by 
the great life likeness of the characters 
and the naturalness and depth of these 
"scenes from Country Life". This life 
like effect is achieved by high art, for 
Chekhov understood the revealing sighs, 
the mock groans at others, the sudden 
exclamations, the awkward silences and ’ 

the empty throw-away moments of life. ; 

He also saw, below the surface the intri- 
cate emotional pattern which is often 
only hinted at in the dialogue and which 
had to be discovered by the new kind of 
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By A.P. Chekhov 

Orected by Ralph Wilson 
.Ron Hill plays "Vbnya" 






Theatre E o Gorman House a^edto Sat 8.15pm 
2nd big week selling fast - 'Tor god's sake it". 
4 weeks to 1 1 April $12 ($8 cone.) at the door 
• or book now on 49 7780 » Enq. phone Wendy 
72 7431 ! Aircond. • Newseating • Light meals 
• Supported by Arts Development Board 

'The Wood Oetnon" -■ rehearsed reading - 2.15pm Sun. 29 March & 5 April. 


1 Preview 


The plays of Chekhov are renowned 
world wide, and Canberrans currently 
have the opportunity to witness the 
production of one of his most enter- 
taining plays. Uncle Vanya; produced 
by Ralph Wilson. 

Ralph Wilson is much experienced 
in the field of theatre, and is known 
for his intensely researched and re- 
hearsed productions. The cast of Uncle 
Vanya includes Rod Hill as .Uncle 
Vanya, Klaus Pinker as Professor Sere- 
bryakov, Rod Charles as Dr Astrov, 
Rosaleen Smyth as Madame Serbry- 
akov, and Dr Ken Gardiner (of the 
ANU Asian Studies Faculty) as 
Tetegin. 

The set for this particular product- 
ion of Chekhov's work depends 
greatly on colour, light and space. 
Costumes have been designed to port- 
ray character, the actors themselves 
to a large extent choosing the cost- 
umes under the guidance of Thelma 
White. 

Uncle Vanya will be performed in 
Theatre 3 of Gorman House until 1 1 
April at 8.15pm (Wed-Sat). A review 
of Ralph Wilson's production will 
appear in the next edition of 
WORONI. 


Nicola Phillips 
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actor which Chekhov’s late plays 
demanded. 

In many ways Chekhov was the comp- 
lete doctor in Beard and Pince-Nez, a 
man so familiar with everyday human 
stupidity, ignorance, vanity and unhapp- 
iness that no public programme of sal- 
vation could have his evidence for long. 
His own real solution for the evils and 
follies of life was work. Hence Sonya's 
closing speech in "Uncle Vanya". 

This production does not attempt to 
recreate the interior of an 1899 country 
house or the dress of the gentry and 
peasants of the period. Instead, the em- 
phasis is on the text and the universal 
and timeless feeling, which the characters 
experience. 


LA MUSICA: Interact Theatre of 
Canberra's first Lungh-Time Theatre 
production for 1687 
(2-13 March, Rehearsal Room, Canberra 
Theatre Centre) 

LA MUSICA, a contemporary play 
by Frenchwoman Marguerite Duras, tells 
the story of a man and a woman who 
meet again on the evening after their 
divorce. 

■ Anne-Marie (Anne Yuille) and Michel 
(Michael Fry) face each other in a hotel 
lobby as they realise their life together 
is now past — but this passing does not 
come easily. They share a common 
history, common years, gestures and 


memories which cling to them relent- 
lessly. Michel in particular shows an 
almost morbid fascination with the 
corpse of their past, probing his ex- 
wife for details of those years; of her 
affairs, her feelings, her passions. Anne- 
Marie's plans to leave France perman- 
ently with her present lover send Michel 
Into virtual panic and violent shouting 
bouts at the prospect of losing the part 
of himself that IS Anne-Marie . . . 

The play is thus full of tensions be- 
tween the past and the present (which 
continually intrudes as telephone calls 
from Anne-Marie and Michel's respective 
new loves). The dialogue is strained, 
full of awkward statements and pauses 


reflecting the couple's awkward situation; 
the set is dominated by the image of a 
gun and dripping blood symbolising the 
violence of Michel's emotions. 

Interact Theatre's production of LA 
MUSICA was neither pleasant nor easy 
to watch, as it powerfully portrayed a 
disturbing side of human relationships. 

WATCH FOR Interact Theatre's next 

play, 

COP-OUT by John Guare 
Rehearsal Room, Canberra Theatre 
Centre 

23 March - 3 April 
Mondays to Fridays at 12.40pm 
and Fridays at 5.30pm 
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MEMTAL5 

Can it really be ten years since 
the Mentals climbed atop a pool 
table in the Unicorn Hotel in Pad- 
dington and gave previously misguided 
punters an overdue lesson in good 
musical taste? Can this band, who 
have always given the impression that 
they only get together on weekends 
to raise money for car repairs, really 
be close to rivalling the record number 
of singles by an Australian band? 
Let the answers reverberate from the 
red tiled rooftops of Revesby - YES!! 

Reg Mombassa, Greedy Smith, 
Wayne DeLisle, Martin Plaza and 
Peter O'Doherty came together at 
art school. The hit run began in 
1979 and has not let up since, giving 
us such devious gems as If You Leave 
Me (Can I Come Too?), Spirit Got 
Lost, Brain Brain, Berserk Warriors, 
You're So Strong, Come Around, 
Too Many Times and Working For 
The Man. 

Signed by Virgin UK on the basis 
of their first single in 1979, the 
Mentals have been releasing records 
and touring in foreign climes longer 
than most contemporary Australian 
bands. Yet, despite such endorsements 
as 'One of their tunes has more ideas 
in it than most bands manage in an 
entire album,' {Zig Zag), the rest of 
the world has remained a little 
rrvystified by the Mentals homespun 
humour and total lack of rock star 
pretentions. However, all is about 
to change following a recent pact with* 
CBS International which will bring 
the band to global prominence they 
(and their patient mothers) so richly 
deserve. For it was a British rock 
paper 'Sounds' which sagely observed: 
'It's frankly inconceivable that a band 
of this class can fail to connect world- 
wide.' 

Mental As Anything are the joke 
that never grows stale. An irresistable, 
irrepressible yet reliable ensemble of 
decent sorts of blokes who have 
transcended fads, trends and normal 
popularity timespans while managing 
to appeal to all the people all the time 
which adds up to no mean feat. 

When the Mentals slipped out a 
multi-platinum Greatest Hits album 
earlier this year, it was -- surprise, 
surprise - just that. From The Nips 
Are Getting Bigger, which they sold 
out of the boot of a car to independ- 
ent record stores, to Live It Up, which 
enlivened the soundtrack of the 
international blockbuster Crocodile 
Dundee, Mental As Anything are an 
integral part of our radio entertain- 
ment. 

Apart from making snappy discs. 
The Mentals are dab hands at video 
concepts and other areas of visual 
endeavour. This interest no doubt 
stems^rom their starving art school 
days. And just in case rock 'n' roll 
turns out to be a passing fad after 
all, the Mentals have kept up their 
brushwork. Apart from designing 

their own album covers, posters, t- 
shirts and whatever, exhibitions of 
their paintings have drawn patrons 
ranging from Nobel Prize winner 
Patrick White to Grammy winner 
Elton John. Martin Plaza, in his 
spare time, potters around a studio 
without the other Mentals and man- 
ages to come up with the odd 
national Number One hit, like 
Concrete and Clay, which, you must 
agree, is rather clever of him. 


The band's cleverness is also 
reflected in their innovative and wacky 
conceptual video ciips which were 
assembled into a long form home 
video release - Monumental As 
Anything. 

And so the party that never ends, 
carries on, with the original partici- 
pants and a steady stream of wonder- 
ful hits, the latest of which is Let's 
Go To Paradise, produced by their 
good friend from New York, the 
rather famous (if for nothing else 
than producing the Fundamental 
album) Richard Gottehrer. With this 
new single and the escalating success 
Mental As Anything is obtaining 
around the world, they stand as a 
bizarre force to be reckoned with 
from Australia in the future. 


Entertainment This WoronI 
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CHEAP TICKETS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE! 


UNDER 25? 

YOUTH PASS 


It’s never been cheaper for young people to attend Musica Viva 
Concerts 


HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 


Youthpass enables anyone aged 25 or under to attend the 
concerts of his or her choice for just $5 a concert. 

Books of four Youthpasses (total cost $20) can be bought now 
from the Canberra Theatre Centre box office or by mail from our 
Canberra address 19 Molesworth Street Watson A.C.T. 2602.*:*: 
Anyone can buy a Youthpass - why not buy it as a gift for friends or 
family? 

On the day of any subscription concert listed in the calendar, 
any person aged 25 or under (proof of age may be required) 
simply presents a Youthpass at the School of Music box office and 
receives entry to the concert subject to availability of tickets. 

There’s no need to make a commitment at long notice and no 

big cash outlay |\|EXT CONCERT 

MONDAY 6TH APRIL 


Youthpasses are limited — so hurry! 


or by phone (062)411140. 
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The picture Liszt's contemporaries had 
of him during his final years was that of 
an eccentric, producing pieces which were 
an embarrassment to his friends and a 
source of continual amusement to his 
enemies, yet he remained silent and 
seemingly unaffected by it. Such com- 
ments as; "ill-reputed non-composer" 
(a man) , "working a great evil upon 
music", and "After Lizst, Mozart is 
like a soft spring breeze penetrating a 
room reeking with fumes", were not 
uncommon to a man who had become 
everybodyis "whipping boy". Yet, Liszt 
could do nothing except maintain his 

-boundless confidence in his musical 
‘after life' as he once called it, and know 
that any public debate on his recent 
music would be a waste of time. 

In a letter to Princess Wittgenstein, 
Liszt once confessed that his last re- 
maining ambition was to hurl a lance 
as far as possible into the future, in anti- 
cipation of what would come. On a 
later occasion the seventy-four-year-old 
man turned to his pupil August Stradal 
and remarked "the time will yet come 
when my works are appreciated. True, 
it will be late for me because I shall no 
longer be with you." 

It was Liszt's compulsive involve- 
ment with musical experiment of all 
kinds which, in his last years, not only 
cut him off from his wider public, but 
from a great many serious musicians 
as well, some of whom must have won- 
dered what he was trying to achieve. 
Consider for instance his penchant for 
abandoning a work in 'mid-air' leaving 
it floating on unfinished harmonies. 
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A later generation was to call such 
effects 'impressionistic'. Dissonance 
quitted as if it were consonance and a 
centuries-old barrier for the need of 
resolution of unstable harmony is diss- 
olved. 

In 1884 the young Debussy heard 
Liszt play in Rome. Liszt had just 
published several impressionistic pieces, 
including the famous Les jeux d'eax a 
la Villa d'Este, and there is something 
strangely moving about the thought 
of the ageing Abbe performing his mus- 
ical sound-picture of those spashing 
fountains before the - astonished ears 
of the young Debussy who, years later, 
was to emerge as "the father of modern 
music". When we hear such passages 
as this, based on a descending chain of 
secondary sevenths, we are entitled to 
ask who the 'father' really was. 

AsBusoni stated, the piece still remains 
today the model for all musical fount- 
ains which have flowed since then. Ravel 
took it as the starting-point for his own 
Jeux d'eau. Historically the work is 
one of the most important Liszt ever 
composed. In it, he paved the way almost 
single-handed for the French Impress- 
ionists. (There is, incidentally, an un- 
mistakable likeness between the main 
idea of Les Jeux d'Eaux a la Villa 
d'Este and that of Debussy's L'Isle 
Joyeuse.) 

Debussy's use of bare consecutive 
fifths often landed him in difficulties 


with the establishment. It is a salutary 
reminder of Liszt's questioning spirit 
that Debussy was only nineteen when 
the 70 year-old man wrote the work, 
*Ciardas Macabre^ 

It was long after hearing this piece 
that August Gollerich, a somewhat 
conservative Liszt pupil, exclaimed 
"Is it allowed to write such a thing? 
Is it allowed to listen to if" (1) 










All his life Liszt had a great fond- 
ness for the augmented triad. (2) 
One of his favourite ways of using the 
chord, especially in his younger days, 
was at cadence points where it led him 
to create one of his most characteristic 
'finger-prints'. An example which im- 
mediately springs to the ear is the closing 
part of the Petrarch Sonnet and 

similarly another at the end of the well 
known FuneraiUes. The augmented 
chord gradually came to have a far 
deeper significance for Liszt, however, 
than that of a mere colour effect. He 
eventually came to the conclusion that 
it was the way into modern harmony 
(later confirmed by the French Im- 
pressionists), and he audaciously pro- 
ceeded to exploit the consequences, 
chief among them the suspension of 
tonality in such works as Unstern (Evil 
Star). One can draw from this a direct 
line to the twentieth century, where 
such chordal progressions as found in 
this work, are considered 'functional 
chords' — that is, chords whose struct- 
ure remains unchanged with changing 
pitch — and they attribute its invention 
to Debussy? 

The augmented triad is derived art- 
ificially from the whole-tone scale which, 
be definition, is keyless. Very few nine- 
teenth-century composes interested 
themselves in the whole-tone scale, but 
as early as 1840 Lizst had written whole- 
tone passages in his seventh Hungarian 
Rhapsody (3). Another can be found 
in Sursam Conda: All composers repeat 
themselves; but the great ones vary 
what they repeat. Unlike mediocrates, 
they are not reduced to forging their 
own signatures. 

The weakening, and eventual break- 
up, of tonality towards the end of the 
nineteenth -century had its origins in 
such passages which, in their day, must 
have sounded revolutionary. 

The logical outcime of Liszt's whole- 
tone experiments came in 1860. His 
remarkable 'monodrama. Der Traurige 
Monch for voice and piano is based en- 
tirely on the consistent use of the 
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whole-tone scale, perhaps the first such 
piece in musical history. Liszt him-, 
self described the work as a 'Melo- 
drama' and is a setting for voice and 
piano to words by Nicholas Lenau. 

An astonishing thing about it is that 
the words are declamed, not sung. The 
piece thus is a precedent for the 
Schoenbergian device of 'sprech- 
stimme'. Liszt vyas understandably 
nervous of the reactions this piece 
would provoke. He feared that its 
"keyless discords would prove imposs- 
ible of performance" as he had good 
reason to feel apprehensive. For years 
Liszt's 'experiments' hal provoked host- 
ile comment Mazzepa (4) had been 
greeted with catcalls in Leipzig. An 
even more humiliating defeat occurred 
in Dresden in 1857 with the failure 
of the 'Dante' Symphony; for years 
in fact, Dresden remained closed to 
Liszt as a result of that debacle. The 
crunch came in 1860 when Lizst op- 
ened the newspaper Das Echo and read 
there a violent manifesto directed 
against his music and signed by Brahms 
and Joachim among others. The docu- 
ment, referred to the theories of com- 
position associated with Liszt and Wag- 
ner as "contrary to the innermost spirit 
of music, strongly to be deplored and 
condemned." Wagner sat down, dipped 
his pen in vitriol, and proceeded to 
expand his malicious essay 'The Jews 
in Music' into a book, with its barbed 
shafts aimed at Joachim. (5) Liszt, on the 
other hand, maintained silence. His 
'reply' was to continue to compose 
music which anticipated the twentieth 
century. He was, nevertheless, deeply 
concerned about his loss of following, 
and it had serious psychological con- 
sequences for him. It is still a little 
known fact that after 1860 Liszt actually 
went out of his way to discourage per- 
formances of his music. He became 
highly sensitive to negative criticism and 
in moments of extreme despair he could . 
take measures to protect himself against 
it. He wrote to the conductor von Her- 
beck in Vienna: 

"On my advice. vonBulow will not 
play my A major concerto nor any other 
compositions of mine .... My . 
intimate friends know perfectly well 
that it is not my desire to push my- 
self into any concert programme 
whatsoever." 

By 1864 his hyper-sensivity had be- 
come chronic. He wrote to von Herbeck: 

"With regard to performances of my 
work generally, my disposition and 
inclination are more than ever com- 
pletely in the negative .... It seems 
to me, now, high time that I should 
be somewhat forgotten, or at least 
placed very much in the background. 
My name has been frequently put 
forward; many have taken umbrage 
at this and been needlessly annoyed 
by it." . 


Reading between the lines, it is not 
difficult to see that Liszt had drunk his 
cup of bitterness to the very dregs, 
during those years of petty rivalries 
and jealous bickerings, which formed 
the sickening backdrop to his Weimar 
period. Musicians, generally are so used 
to thinking of Liszt as a*'showman”that 
it comes as a shock to learn about his 
setbacks. A year later in 1865, he was 
writing in a similar vein to Mme Jessie 
Lausset: 
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"Knowing by experience how little 
favour my works meet with, I have 
been obisiged to force upon myself 
a sort of compulsory disregard of 
them and a passive resignation.. . . 

I constantly observed the rule of 
never asking anyone whatsoever to 
have any of my works performed; 
more than that, I really dissuaded 
many persons from doing so . . . ." 

All the evidence seems to point to 
the fact that Liszt had fallen into a 
condition of acute mental apathy 
concerning the immediate fate of his 
own music. But its ultimate fate, its 
'after life' as he called it, was a differ- 
ent matter and he had great faith in its 
survival value. It says much for his 
artistic integrity that he remained inflex- 
ibly committed in his search for "the 
new, even though he knew this meant 
he was virtually alienated from all but a 
close circle of his admirers. 

This search for the new took many 
forms. That Dresden audience was not 
hostile for nothing when Liszt affronted 
its ears with the 'Dante' Symphony. He 
took many calculated risks in that work, 
not least in writing his subject in seven- 
four time. Even today, with our stream- 
lined orchestral ensembles, such passages 
need careful rehearsing. In Liszt's day, 
this passage must have been in continual 
jeopardy . Incidentally, is this the first 
example in music, of 7/4 time? (6) 
Equally new was Liszt's interest in the 
nature of chord structure; Until the end 
of the nineteenth century the triad 
reigned supreme and few thought to 
question the fact that other kinds of 
chords might be possible. One advance 
Liszt made was in the simultaneous 
use of major and minor thirds. This 
kind of thing, 






in which the major and minor third are 
struck together, turns up with increas- 
ing frequency. There is a typical applic- 
ation of this device, from the Czardas 
Obstine. 

Another advance was in building 
chords in intervals other than thirds — 
in other words, to dispense with the 
triad altogether as a basis for the har- 
rrionic aspect of music. Schoenberg's 
experiments in building chords in 
fourths were hailed as "new" at the 
beginning of this century — presum- 
ably by people with a defective know- 
ledge of musical history. Liszt was there 
thirty years before him. This can be 
observed clearly from the beginning of 
the Mephisto Waltz No. 1. Perhaps the 
most remarkable case of all, remarkable 
because of its unique 'sound-effect', 
occurs in Via Crucis (1879). 



This harmony is impossible to anal- 
yse from any orthodox point of view. 
It can only be regarded as a derivative 
from the following 'fourths' chord. 
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One of the most popular works in 
the entire piano repertory is Liszt's 
Fimt 'Mephisto" Waltz. Its popularity 
has defeaned us to its originality 
(How many musicians have stopped 
to consider what historical precedents 
there were for the striking pile-up of 
fifths with which the work begins?) 

The above examples mentioned would 
not be out of place in a textbook of 
twentieth -century harmony. Indeed they 
help to explain why textbooks on 
twentieth-century harmony came to be 
written at all. If Liszt had not existed, 
it would probably be necessary for 
historian to invent him. 

One of Liszt's most remarkable 
glimpses into the future of music is 
the keyless opening of the ;Faust' 
Symphony. 
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The sould is almost Schoenbergian. 
This passage is renowned for being one 
of the earliest twelve-tone rows in musical 
history. It appeared seventy years before 
Schoenberg officially announced the dis- 
covery of twelve-note technique 

Other manuscripts of Liszt have con- 
tinued to turn up and make nonsense of 
our conventional notions about the orig- 
ins of modern music such as the Bagatelle 
without Tonality of 1885. The title is 
Liszt's own and was originally con- 
ceived as the Fourth 'Mephisto' Waltz, 
the astonishing fact is that Liszt here 
approaches atonality some twenty-five 
years before Schoenberg felt 'the air 
of another palent." The Bagatelle 
is not atonal in the strict Schoenbergian 
sense of the term , for Liszt does not 
entirely succeed in eradicating all feeling 
of tonality, but the work is not in a key, 
and therefore it is of vital interest when 
we come to consider the origins of mod- 
ern music. 





After a study of his experimental 
works we can be led to believe that 
Liszt was a tremendous historical force, 
everything seems to have flowed from 
him (as we will find later on). His exper- 
iments in harmony, his audacious handl- 
ling of form, his unparalleled ability to 
draw strange sonorities from the 

piano, all confirm that his is one of the 
most revolutionary personalities in the 
entire history of music. But what I feel 
I admire most about the aged Liszt is 
his continuing humility in the face of 
. such a splendid and widespread achieve- 
ment. He lived out his extraordinary life 
as if guided by the words that William 
Golding once wrote: "There's a kin- 
ship among men who have sat 

by a dying fire and measured the worth 
of their life by it." 

Neil J. Goodchild 
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1. The Czardas Macabre (1881) was not 
published until 1951. As Szaboiczi 
says, there seems to have been a 
'conspiracy of silence' surrounding 
Liszt's late works. They were familiar 
only to a small circle of Liszt ad- 
mirers, who held back from publishing 
them for the fear of exacerbating still 
further Liszt's poor relationship with 
the critics. 

2. A chord constructed of major thirds. 

3. It is not true, as the textbooks some- 
times have it, that Dargomijsky 
(1813-69) invented the whole- 

tone scale. It was known to theorists 

' considerably earlier, although its 

first appearance in a piece of music 
seems to have been in Mozart's 
'A Musical Joke'; Liszt was the first 
to exploit it seriously. 

4 Mazeppa was written in 1840 but was 
later to become No. 4 of the 12 Trans- 
cendental Etudes for solo piano. 
In 1850 the work was orchestrated 
by the same composer and thus be- 
came another of his Symphonic 
poems. 

5. This book, along with the ideology 
of Nietzsche was to become the found- 
ation from which Hitler based many of 
his humanitarian racist and philo- 
sophical views. 

6. The 'Faust' Symphony, which had 
appeared three or four years earlier 
originally had its second subject in 
7/4 time, yet Liszt eventually decided 
to notate it more cautiously in alter- 
nating 4/4 and 3/4 bars. 
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Rowing Report 



This years 0-Week proved very 
successful for ANUBC. We held a 
party, attended by etoout fifty people 
to introduce new members, and to 
christen our new coxless four. The 
boat was christened by the person 
after whom it is named, David Bag- 
nail, a longstanding friend of ANUBC 
and ACT rowing generally. Various 
senior members attended the event, 
including the club patron, university 
registrar Dr R.V. Dubs. The club’s 
strength now stands as follows: 

Elite Crews 

Two crews rowing out of ANU 
are going to the National Champion- 
ships this year. Both contain previous 
Australian representatives, and we 
firmly expect some of them to be 
selected again this year. The crews 
are the lightweight four of Nick 
Hunter, Merrick Howes, Derek 
MoHison and Bruce Hick, and the 
lightweigh sculler Julie Ellen. 


Univ^ity Representative Crews 


The men's squad h'as been selected 
down to form the university eight. 
Some of those not eligible for I.V, 
and those who failed to make the 
eight are continuing to row as 
reserves, and may be able to go to 
I.V. in a coxless pair. 

The women's intervarsity potential 
is more scattered. Our champion 3rd 
grade four contains two potential 
intervarsity reps, and Caroline 
Simmonds, our self-made sculler, is 
also eligible. It has been suggested 
that we can expect reinforcements 
from the women at the Australian 
Institute of Sport who are eligible to 
row for ANU. The remainder of the 
crews will be selected from this 
years new rowers. 


Novice Crews and I.V. potentials 

The novice men's squad has yielded 
at least two fours with enough 
potential to race in the last regatta 
of the ACT season on 28th March. 
These rowers should also provide 
depth which will benefit th club's 
intervarsity eight in 1988. 

We also have about a dozen women 
with serious intentions about rowing. 
We hope to get an eight from this 
group, and this crew should provide a 
substantial part of the club's inter- 
varsity eight. 

Both groups of novices have bene- 
fited by a considerable coaching effort 
by older members of the club who 
have generously given up their time. 
Those to be thanked include Leslee, 
Steve, Anne, Prof. Ninham, and of 
course, as always, Julie. 

Social Rowers. In addition to the 
older members sculling and rowing 
socially out of the club, nineteen new 
social rowers turned up to the Sunday 
session organised by Anne Cronin. 
It is to be hoped that some of these 
rowers will enter more serious crews 
at a later stage. 

Julie Ellett continued die clubs 
run of wins with a victory by her 
joint ANU/CRC crew in the double 
sculls. 

The day finished with a rather 
better performance by the men's 
eights. There was a field of twelve 
crews in the men's open eights race, 
mostly the visiting school crews from 
Sydney and Melbourne, so competit- 
ion was expected to be quite stiff. 

ANU, rowing with a substitute in 
the bow seat, won it's heat, and was 
unlucky not to do better in the 
final. Due to bad weather the race 
was shortened to 1500m. ANU had a 
poor row, largely due to the constant 
threat of collision with the crew on 
strokeside, and came in fourtii. The 
presentation of winners certificates 
was rained off. 


CGS REGATTA 28TH February 


The CGS regatta began extemely 
unauspiciously, when the men's eight 
missed the start of the eventi FW 
points .galorel Nothing daunted, the 
-men went straight on to- win the third 
four's race by a huge margin. New 
cox Annabelle Butler was thus 
christened, in her first race, with an 
easy victory. Sue Wilson's four won 
the women's third grade fours and 
Caroline Simmonds -won the women's 
third sculls. The performance at third 
grade was, therefore pretty satis- 
fying. 


ACT CHAMPS REGATTA March 15th 


The club had a creditable day in 
this years ACT champs. The elite 
crews were particularly successful, 
with the elite men getting first and 
second places in the first grade pairs, 
and Julie Ellett and her partner 
winning the double sculls. 

Sue Wilson's four put the finishing 
touches to a very successful season 
by winning both the 3rd grade cham- 
pionships, and an appeal against their 
win by Easts for aggressive steering. 

The men's squad performance 
was less satisfying. Having cleaned 
up the 3rd grade events last year the 
men's eight and four rowed at 
first grade, and were only able to 
,anage third and fourth respectively. 
The eight, however, managed to beat 
both Royal Military College and 
Defence Forces Academy, which 
bodes well for the Disher Cup this 
year. They also avoided the always 
worrying prospect of having the 
schoolboys from CGS beating them. 
The newer members of the men's 
squad put scratch crews in the 
third grade events, and managed to 
be in the field in both of them. 


Forthcoming Events 

ANU crews will be on the 
television in the first week of April 
during the National Rowing 
Championships in Tasmania. Look 
out for Nick Hunter and Merrick 
HoWes in the lightweight pairs, Nick, 
Merrick, Derek MoHison and Bruce 
Hick in the lightweight fours and 
Julie Ellett in the women's sculling 
events (Single, double and quad). 


The Disher Cup will be held on the 
14th April at 4.30pm. Last year 
'Australian Rowing' magazine 
described this as the nearest thing 
Australia has to the Oxford/Cambridge 
boat race. Tire Disher is raced annual- 
ly over a 5km course by the eights 
from the ANU and RMC Duntroon. 
The Cup was presented by Sir Clive 
Disher to commemorate the victory 
of the Australian Forces crew at the 
1919 Henley Peace Regatta, in which 
Sir Clive rowed stroke. The trophy 
won on that occassion (The King's 
Cup) is now raced for by state eights 
at the National Regatta. The race is 
attended by the senior officials of 
the university and the army, and 
has traditionally been started by the 
Governor General. The race is best 
seen from the King's and Common- 
wealth Avenue Bridges, and is 
followed by a presentation and drinks 
in Grevillia Park. 


Intervarsity this year will be on 
the Penrith course from 11th to 17th 
May. ANU crews will probably go 
down on the 14th for the annual 
dinner, race on the 15th and 16th 
and return if sober on the 16th/17th. 
We hope to have the largest squad 
for some years, with men's and 
women's eights, light and heavy 
fours, scullers and possibly pairs. 


The Course of 
The Disher Cup 
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Rugby Club B & S Ball 
Saturday 4 April 


Band: Take No Prisoners. 
Time: 8:30 pm - 3:00 am. 


Cost: Single $25, 
Double $45, 
Door $30. 


Yarralumla Woolshed. See Sports Union Office for Tickets 
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